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© WF we cou'd enrich the Nation by a Dexterity 
Cc 


in Computation, it wou'd be a very pretty ea- 
| fay Way of doing it; hut how much ſoever it 
1 may entertain in Theory, I fear it will always 
© fail in Practice. The yearly Gain of 30 or 40 Mil- 
lions to a Nation, over and above its preſent Re- 
venue, is an immenſe Sum, and wou'd have a ſtron 
© Influence upon all its neighbouring Countries: And 
© as it is generally allow'd, that there has been a 
© Time, when England did manufacture all its Pro- 
© duce of Wool at Home, and had almoſt a Mono- 
© poly of the Woollen Trade abroad ; I have won- 
* der'd what became of our prodigious Riches, and 
© why our Country was not able at that Time to care 
© ry All before it. In the Reign of James I. and for 
© ſeveral Years after, this was the State of our Woollen 
Manufactury: But I don't find that England made 
© ſo advantageous a Figure then, as ſuch an Influx of 
© Riches might have enabled them to do. If it is faid 
© our Sheep arc increas'd in Number ſince then. 
© be it ſo—— ſo are our Inhabitants ; and I believe 
more in Proportion: But not ſo much by far, as to 
* enable us to work up ſuch a Quantity of Wool as 
* ſome have aſſign'd us. And therefore I think the 
* Reaſoning of the ingenious Author of the Grafers 
Advocate conſider'd as Argumentum ad Hominem, 
* with regard to the high Computations, however 
3 © Perſons may cavil at it, neither is, or can be an- 
ſwer'd. I cou'd heartily wiſh that we cou*d get 
the Woollen Trade as entirely ta ourſelves as we 
| A 2 had 
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had it in thoſe Times; but if we ſhou'd, I cannot 
© promiſe my Country-men an Increaſe of even 10 


Millions yearly, by that ſingle Article. Not but it 


perhaps might amount to above 2 Millions; and b 
5 the Influence it wou'd have upon other Branches of 
© Trade, a careful looking into, and regulating them, 
© and a proper Vigilanee afterwards, it might be im- 
© prov'd to more than double that Sum: And this I 
© think is enough to merit our ſerious Attention. It 
© ſome have ſtretch'd the Account too high, this ſhou'd 
© not lead us into the other Extreme, to make us 
© fancy that the Notion of a national Gain ariſing 
© from preventing our Wool being ſmuggled abroad 
is all imaginary —— merely a Golden Dream. 

© It has ſeem'd ſtrange to many that one Year 
© ſhou'd thus follow another, without any Thing ef- 
© feCtual being done with regard to our Wool. And 
© I own II have been at a Loſs to account for the Cold- 
* neſs with which ſeveral worthy Gentlemen have en- 
© tertain'd any Propoſals about it, whoſe Integrity at 
© the ſame Time I was fully perſwaded of. But I real- 
© ly think, their Intentions were good; but they 
© pitcly'd their Premiſſes wrong. I muſt therefore beg 
this Favour, that every Gentleman who examines 
© my Scheme. will do & in the View I exhibit it with 
© the Regulations here added, which I before offter'd 
© in the Main. | Aug. 8. 1743. ] To try one Man's 
© Sentiments by the Teſt ot another's; will make 
© even a well proportion'd Production appear mon- 


© {trons. | 


The yearly Produce of Wool I conſider as the 

* very Ground Work The ſetting it high or low, 

© entirely varies the State of the Queſtion. ' The high 

Computat ions are involv'd in Difficulties, which in 

© the other Light vaniſh ; and all becomes eaſy and 

© natural; —— the preſent advanc'd Price of Wool 

© may be accounted for, Hands may be found 

© to manufacture it, and a Vent for it when it is ma- 

© nufaEtur'd, &c. But the Reader will find, in the 

© Perutal of this ſhort Piece, theſe Things more fully 
diſcuſs'd. I ſhall only add, that by my Eſtimate, 
© [v, Note 
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N v. Note, p. 17.] a Million of Hands will be abun- 


dantly ſufficient to work up the whole Produce of 


© GEreat.- Britain and Ireland, and 10 Thouſands Packs 
© of Spaniſh Wool into Medley Cloths beſides, if 
© they work only 42 Weeks in the Year. | Gent. Mag. 
* for 1743, p. 259, 537. : | 

© Tf I can but engage my Reader's Attention to con- 
c ſider the Affair in this View, I am in great Hopes, 
© he'll be ſtruck with the Truth of what I advance, 
© He will alſo ſee that there may be a cheap, eaſy, 
© and ſafe Way of drawing off the Iriſh from ſending 
© their Wool to France, by giving them Liberty to 


manufacture only 10,000 Packs of their own Pro- 


© duce for Exportation, no very conſiderable Quanti- 
© ty, yet if prudently manag'd, will be of vaſt Service 
* to the Englifþ ; but inconſiderable as it is, it may 
prove the utter Ruin of the French Woollen Trade. 
© I know indeed that ſome have eſtimated the yearly 
© Produce of Ireland alone at 300,000 Packs; and 
told us of monſtrons Quantities being run trom 
* thence. Even our Legiſlature ſeems to have had 


_ © ſome ſuch Apprehenſions, by ſtationing Ships upon 


© the Iriſh Coaſts for that Purpoſe. I believe, in- 
© deed, there was more Out- cry than Danger. Not but 
© a great deal has been run from thence, eſpecially when 
© they have been prohibited imporcing it hither free 
* from Duty. But England, I'm afraid, has been the 
* greateſt Scene of the Smnggling Trade. The for- 
* mer have been more blam'd, but the latter more 
* guilty. I wiſh ſome of tixſe falſe Repreſentations 
have not had their Riſe from the Engliſh Smugglers, 
in order to caſt the Odium upon others, and there- 
by skreen themſelves from Suſpicion ; I have heard 


Jof ſome, ſuſpected to be guilty that Way, who 
- © have magnify'd the Running of Wool from Ireland 


* moſt wonderfully. I will not take upon me to ſay, 
© that this was entirely an Artifice, but if it was 4 
it was not an impolitic one. It was cunning! 
© enough contriv'd to divert the Attention of ſuc 
* Engliſhmen as were zealous for the Good of 
their Country, and to put them upon a wrong 
| « Scent. 
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EF D The PREFACE; 
| © Scent, I entirely acquit all ſuch worthy Gentle: 
men as have been deceiv'd by ir, from any Deſign. 
© Many honeſt Men have often been miſled by a po- 
© pular Out- cry, without ever ſuſpecting a Snake in 
© the Graſs. I might carry it farther with Regard 
© to the Complaint made ſeveral Years ago againſt 
© the Importation of Iriſp Wool and Yarn, and its be- 
* ing almoſt univerſally alledg*d as the Cauſe of the 
© low Price of Wool. I ſuſpect the Running it abroad 
| © was the real Cauſe, and that was only the Blind. 
f © We ſee, that notwithſtanding the Iriſh are now per- 
© mitted to import their Wool and Woollen Yarn, yet 
© ſo far from falling, the Price of Wool has been much 
* advanc*d ſiuce that Time. Not that I impute the 
© preſent advanc*d Price to that as the Cauſe of it; 
© tho' probably it may have ſome Share in it. Nei- 
© ther do I think that the ſame Effect is always pro- 
© duc'd by the fame Cauſe ; the Mercury in the Ba- 
© rometer will fall by great Winds as low as by heavy 
N © Rains. And fo the Price of Wool, or the Decay 
© of the Woollen Trade: may at difterent Times be 
© owing to diflerent Cauſes. Combinations among 


© Hands, may eaſily advance the Price; and the ſame 
© Combinations, when they fhou'd buy it of the 
Grower, may lower it confiderably. In ſhort, all 


© on Trade, but in general it is a bad One. But 
© thus it will ever be, if Men greedily graſp at pri- 
© vate Gain only, without a due Regard to a pub- 
© lick Good. And thereiore a proper and regular 
© Vigilance over Trade is always neceſſary for the 
© even conducting it to the Benefit of a Nation. 

© But to ſpeak particularly to the Papers which 1 
© here ſubmit to the Publick : They are cluefly ex- 
« tracted from Letters I wrote occaiionally, ſome to 


© and Correſpondents without being digeſted in a re- 
© oular Method. And as J have exhibited the State 
© of the Caſe in many and various Shapes; I may 
© probably want, and hope 1 fhall meet with the 
8 Reader's 


© the Proprietors of it when Wool is got into few 


Sorts of Combinations may have a great Effect up- 


© Perſons of high Rank, others to particular Friends 
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The PREFACE » 


© Reader's Candour and Indulgence. I am ſenſible 
© that there have been many Things offer'd by others 
© as well as myſelf, worthy of Publick Attention : 
< But it wou'd be very Aſſuming in me to point out 
c the Particulars. As for my own Scheme, 1 ho 

every one vill do me the Juſtice to ſay, that it has 
© not any View to Parties, it leaves every Thing in 
© Depoſit, and will neither add or diminiſh the Pow- 
© ers of any Set of Men conſider'd in a Party View, 
© { that here is no Danger from it. And as to the 
© Trouble it will create under its preſent Regulations, 
© ] think it ſo ſmall, as deſerves not to be weigh'd 
jn the Ballance againſt ſo important a National 
Good: Not but Gold may be bought too dear, 
and certainly wow'd be ſo, if bought at the Expence 
© of our Liberty; but if that is ſecur d, the Trouble 


is a Trifle, in Compariſon of the Gains. Nay if Gen- 


© tlemen are but ſatisfied, I don't think there is Occa- 
* ſion to Regiſter any Thing but Stock and the Produce. 
© 1 deſire no one will apply to himſelf any general Re- 
© flections pI make none upon any particular Perſon, but 
© (at the ſame Time) I name him, I may be miſtaken 
© in ſome Things, I pretend not to Infallibility, but 
am willing to make the beſt Repair for it I can, I 
© ſhall readily own any Miſtake, and I take this Op- 
© portunity of retracting what I advanc'd in my for- 
mer Preface about Spaniſh Wool, tho' it hardly at 
© all affects my Scheme. Men in private Life, and 
© {mall Fortunes, cannot eaſily come to the Know- 
* ledge they wowd deſire to attain; eſpecially in 
Points where there is a Colliſion of Sentiments. But, 
© to ſupport my own Hypotheſis J will never advance 
© any Thing, but what is true to the beſt of my Judg- 
* ment, When I build upon the Authority of others, 
I conſider it as true in the Main, tho? perhaps not 
quite ſo ſtrictly ſpeaking. Bur I take no Pleaſure 
in remarking upon every one, who does not juſt 
* tall in with my own way of thinking. Perſons may 
mean well, and yet differ much in Judement. 
As Ivrite this at a critical Juncture, when our great 
Rivals in this Branch of Trade threaten us with an In- 
: vaſton, I cannot forbear obſerving, how near ly it con- 
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© with our own Weapons. 


e FF FACE. 
© cerns us to be unanimons and hearty in ſupporting 
© the juſt Rights of his Majeſty, and the true Intereſt 
© of our Country; and to uſe our utmoſt Efforts to pre- 
© vent effectually, for the future, our Enemies from in- 
© riching themſelves, and impoveriſhing us, by ſtealing 
© away our Wool, our my Vitals, and ſo beating us 

ut ſhou'd they be ſo infatu- 
© ated as to land a Body of Men in England; I'm per- 
* ſwaded, few wou' d return to tell the Story what 
© Treatment they met with. However we may be 
© divided in ſome Points, I believe, we generally 
© agree in This, in a Diſlike of a Popiſh Prince, and 
© the French Syſtem of Politicks. If any one thinks 
© that we have many diſaffected among us, the Way to 
© reconcile their Affections to the preſent Government, 
© is for him to aſſiſt in promoting Meaſures moſt con- 


Aucive to the true Intereſts of his Country. I will 


? add a Word with Regard to Ireland — That this 
© has farther convinc'd me, that it is good Policy to 
© have due Regard to that Nation ; by a little Indul- 
© gence we may ſecure their Confidence and Friend- 
© ſhip, detach them from their Adherence to foreign 
© Powers, and depend upon their uniting againſt an 
© Invaſion from any Quarter whatever. But thoſe 
© among them who conſider the Eugliſb as their impe- 
© rions Maſters, will be apt to liſten to the Suggeſti- 
© ons of our Enemies. Upon the whole, wy lew is 
© to promote a general Good; if I ſucceed in it, it 
* willgive me a very ſenſible Pleaſure ; if I do not, I 
© hope I may however eſcape Cenſure; anc be allow- 
© ed the Comfort, of reflecting, that I have contri- 
© buted my beſt Endeavours ; and ſhall only be one 
© Inſtance, among many others, of having done it 
© without Sncceſs,” 


Morcot, Rutland, H. Laybourne. 
March 15. 1743-4. | : | 
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7 OU fear, Sir, that tho* the Britiſh Parliament 
ſhould enact a Law, effectual to prevent the 
Smuggling our Wool, yet the Irifþ wou'd not bg 
brought to join in our Meaſures, Give me Leave, 
Sir, to fay, that I apprehend, we in general think 
too harſhly of the 1r:/þ ; and that a better Under» 
ſtanding between the two Nations, wou'd ſet Things 
upon a better Footing. England bears the Heat and 
Burthen of the Day, and therefore its Intereſts ought 
to have the Preference. Yet whether we confider her 
as the Mother Country, or as the elder Sifter only, 
ſhe ought to have a natural Affection for the Daugh- 
ter, a Tenderneſs for the younger Siſter, And where 
their Intereſts do not claſh, ſhe ſhou*d upon all Oc- 
caſions exprefs it. J will not ſay I can entirely ac- 
count for the mutual Jealouſies between England and 
Ireland. But I think it is the Intereſt of. both, and it 
ought to be the hearty Endeavour of both to heal thoſe 
Differences. Thus much in general J have obſervd, 
that we have for many Years been ready to lay the 
Cauſe of the Decay of the Woollen Trade at their 
Door. When the Engliſp Market has been open to 
the Iriſþ tor the Importation of their Wool or Wook. 
en Yarn, did but the Price of Wool fink with us by 


any Accident whatfoever, immediately the Irie, Wool 


imported bore the Blame. This ſometimes occaſions 
ed a Prohibition of ir. And we had no ſooner almoſk 
EO 3 done 
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done This; but finding not perhaps that Effect 
ot it which we had hoped for, another Complaint has 
ſucceeded it; that they ſmuggled great Quantities 
abroad. Pray, Sir, what muſt they do with the Sur- 
plus they have above what they conſume? They will 
not be ſo complaiſant to our jealous Fears, as to burn 


it. And if we will neither take it off their Hands, 


nor allow them to export it manufactur'd, they will 
ot courſe ſmuggle it, either raw, in Yarn, or in Goods 
manufactur'd, juſt as they can do it with the greateſt 


Security from being diſcover d. I will try to lay be- 


fore you this Affair, in a cool, diſpaffionate, and 
diſintereſted Manner. 


All our miſtaken Policy in this Caſe, I apprehend, 
Is to be aſcrib'd to our not conſidering the Quantity 


of Wool yearly produc'd in England and Ireland re- 
ſpectively. I look upon it, Sir, that we go upon 
wrong Premiſes, and it ſo, then the Conſequences we 
deduce from them will be wrong too, | 

The yearly Produce of England and Wales I think 
does not in general exceed 260 Thouſand Packs, nor 
that of Ireland 70 Thouſand. I ſuppoſe the Iriſh to 
conſume yearly at Home about 45 Thouſand of theſe ; 


there remains then a Surplus of only 25 Thouſand 


Packs. This we muſt either take off their Hands, 
or muſt ſuffer them to find a Market for it abroad in 
ſome Shape or other; or elſe they will ſmuggle it in 
that Shape which beft ſuits with their Intereſt, their 
Convenience, or Safety. If they ſmuggle it abroad 


manufactur'd, they will take the readieſt and beſt 
Market they can get, which poſſibly may interfere 


with the Engliſh ; If they run it in Wool, the French 
will be their Purchaſers; and will work up twice as 
much of their own with it. This wou'd be an im- 
menſe Loſs to us. Let us then, Sir, conſider again 


what muſt be done with this Surplus. If we cannot 


ſpare Hands to manufacture our own and this too, 


with as much Spanith as is judg'd proper for keeping 
up the Credit of our Woellen Manufactures, and we 


cannot find in our Hearts to indulge the Iriſh a fmall 
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(3) 
Share in the Profits of the Woollen Manufacture, 
our beſt Way will be to buy it of them and 
burnt it, as the Dutch have been {aid to ſerve their 
Spices, when the Market is over ſtock'd; and we 
may purchaſe ſuch a Quantity as they can ſpare, at 
not much greater Charge to us, than our ſtation'd 
Ships were; which the Parliament have laid aſide, as 
judging the Advantage not to countervail the Ex- 


_ pence, 


If we can ſpare Hands to manufacture it, it can 
do us no Harm, becauſe it cannot then be the means 
of overſtocking the Engl/7 Market, ſtarving the 
Poor, or lowering the Price of Wool. Bur as this 
won'd ſtill make the Iriſh look upon us as ſelfiſh, and 
envious of their Proſperity, and for that Reaſon wou'd 
tempt them to ſteal away into France every Pound of 
of Wool they cou'd with tolerable Safety: I will 
venture to propoſe to you another Method, and I 
really think it the beſt, the moſt equitable, and the 
moſt conducive, not to the Intereſt of Ireland only, 
but much more of England. Suppoſe that Liberty 


be granted them to export yearly only about 10 Thou- 


ſand Packs manufaEtur'd ; obliging them to ſend the 
Remainder to England, over and above what they 
conſume at Home, either in Wool or in Yarn ; * 
with ſome Reſtrictions to prevent the increaſing their 


Stock of Sheep, and to prohibit the Engliſh from 


ſending over any raw Wool to be ſpun or manufac- 
tur'd there: This, I verily believe, the Iriſp Parlia- 
ment wou'd agree to, and it wou'd engage them to 
go Hand in Hand with Great-Britain, in exerting 
their utmoſt Efforts, to prevent the future Running 
of Wool. And if ſuch a Law was made, at firſt for 
three Years only, the Effects of it won'd be ſeen, and 
the Land-holders wou'd be watchful over Smugglers; 
for fear, leaſt an ill Uſe of this Indulgence, ſhou'd 
give Occaſion to ſubject them again to the ſame Re- 
ſtraints. 

Let 


— 


— 


* The Proportion of cach may be fix'd; if judg'd proper. 


(4) 

| Let us now conſider how this won'd affect England, 
If I judge right, the Iri/þ cou*d not ſpare us above 
| 15 Thouſand Packs yearly, * which is not near fo 
much, as the Difference there is often in our own 
Produce, between a generally unhealthful Year, and 
that which proceeds it. Now whether this be brought 
over in Wool or Yarn, I cannot think, it wou'd either 
Fink our Rents, or hurt our Manufa&uries ; nay, J! 
firmly believe, it wou'd have a very good Effect u- 
on both: For ſurely the Iriſ Wool muſt do us leſs 
Harm, when manufactur'd in England and Ireland, 
than in France, where it will ſerve to work up twice 
much of their own Wool, to the very great Prejudice 
of the Britiſh Merchant in his Market abroad: 
Whereas if the Priviledge granted the Iriſh of ex- 
porting a limited Quantity of Wool manufactur'd be 
prudently regulated, as to the Sort of Goods, the 
Fineneſs, and the foreign Market, &c. it may be 
contriv'd fo as not to interfere at all with the Engliſh 
Trade, and we may ſerve ourſelve at any Time of the 
cheap Labour of Ireland, to beat the French out of 


* 


any Market as we pleaſe. 


— — — — 


* When the 1riſþ have been allow 'd the Importation of Wool and 
Woollen Yarn, it has been computed to amount to 50, 60, and even 
70 Thouſand Packs; the laſt, I take it, is as much as their Produce. 
Even a Tenth of This Quantity if not properly diſtributed, but 
brought only to one Market, wou'd much affect the Intereſis of the 
neighbouring Graſiers and poor Manufacturers. This may eaſily be. 
guarded againſt. 
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Preventing the Running of Fool of Ad- 
vantage to the Nation in general, aud 
to Perſons in all Stations and Circun- 
ſtances. | 


O im think, that the keeping our Wool at 
Home, will be beneficial only to the Land- 
' Owner, the Grafier, and Farmer; whereas I 
conſider it as an univerſal National Concern, And 
indeed I am fully perſuaded, that the true Intereſts 
of the Government, of Land, and of Trade, are fo 
intimately connected, and as it were cemented with 
one another, that they muſt in a great Meaſure ftand 
or fall together; they cannot, as I apprehend, be ſe- 
parated without giving a Shock to the Whole, The 
preventing the Running our Wool will, I apprehend, 
be attended with the following Advantages. 

1/7. It will greatly increaſe his Majeſty's Revenue, 
by being, as I verily believe it will be, 

24ly, The great Means to difcourage Smuggling: 
For G long as our Wool is owPd abroad, it is uatu- 
ral to fear, that ſuch Commodities as pay high Du- 
ties will be ſmuggled in upon us: the ſeme Hands, 
the ſame Coaſts, and the {ame Veſſels have ſerved, 
all along for both ; for the clandeſtine Exports as 
well as Imports. Whatever it is now, the Smugglers 
had brought it to that Paſs, that there was quite an 
Intercourſe maintain'd by way of Barter, almoſt as 
much as if it were an open and free Trade: And it 
no other foreign Nation has, the French however have 
fo much found their Acccnnt in it, that they wall 


encourage it by all Ways and Means poſſible: and 
e E the 


the double Gains, to our own People by owling of 
Wool, and ſmuggling Brandies, &c. had enabled 


them to carry on the Trade ſo much to their Advan- 
rage, that they grew almoſt formidable. And there- 
fore, if a Stop could be put to the owling of Wool; 
it wou'd, in my humble Opinion, leſſen the Gains of 
the clandeſtine Trade to our Smugglers ſo much, that 
they would be diſcourag'd from farther perſuing it. 
Nay, I queſtion, provided we cou'd ſtop our Wool from 
being carried abroad, whether it wou'd be worth while 
even for the French to carry on the ſmuggling Trade 
with us. I'm inclin'd to think thus; becauſe upon 
thoſe Coaſts, where there was no owling of Wool, 


the ſmuggling Buſineſs was dwindled almoſt to no- 


thing, (at leaſt I have been inform'd ſo) eſpecially, 
fince we have been pretty well ſtripp'd by them of 
our heavy Money. However, I am fully perſuaded, 
thar preventing the Exportation of raw Wool, wou'd, 
for the preſent, be a conſiderable Damp upon the 
whole {mugglin Trade ; and that it muſt be quite 
new model] d, mo the Profits would ballance the 
Dangers and Riſques, attending the Dealers in that 
iniquitous Way : And whatever new Methods they 
. ſhall fall into, I preſume, that it will be no difficult 
Matter to detect them in their Infancy, and then it 
will be eaſie, to provide proper Remedies in due 
time, to ſtop their future Progreſs. I'm led into this 
Way of thinking by recollecting only, what I had 
thought long ago; that a moderate Vigilance and 
Attention about the time of the late Peace at Utrecht, 
and for ſome few Years after, would have prevented 
both the owling and the ſmuggling Trades, from be- 
ing ſo rite, as they have ſince been. Excuſe me for 


juſt touching a little upon this Point, and if I am in 
the wrong, I ſhall be very glad to be ſet right. This 


I take to have been the Caſe. After the Peace the 
French began more ſtrongly to rival the Dutch, in 
carrying on a clandeſtine Trade with the Eugliſb. 
They took the Advantage of our high Dutjes, and 
brought in their Brandies, & upon us. The Re- 
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ler ve further, that conſequently, in the 


(7) 
ceivers of theſe might not always be furniſh'd to pay 
them in Specie ; and the French having long taſted 
the Sweets of our Engliſh Wool, (tho' they had been 
interrupted from having it in ſuch Quantities as they 
deſir'd) were might —_— to take Wool in Return, 
and to afford a good Price for it in Exchange for their 
Trumpery. By thus getting ſome of our Wool, they 
were enabled to ſell, in foreign Markets, Goods that 
appear d of the ſame Fabrick with ours; and by the 
Cheapneſs of their Manufacturing they could under- 
ſell us: Our Merchants, Factors, and Clothiers, 
&c. inſtead of enquiring into the true Cauſe of the 
Evil, — the Running of Wool, and endeavouring to 
get a Stop put to it; fell to beating down Wages, 
lowering Prices, paying the Workmen in the Way of 
Truck, and even in Cloth, &c. at Home; that the 
might be able to ſell Abroad as cheap as the French. 
Inſtead of remedying, this increas'd the Evil. The 
Conſequence was this; the beſt Workmen look'd up- 
on this Uſage as oppreſſive, they conſider'd their Ma- 
ſters as Tyrants ; in the Heat of Reſentment, they 
forgot that Love, which is natural for Men to have 
for their native Country ; and many of them, eſpecial- 
ly ſuch as had not the Endearments of Wives and 
Children to detain them at Home, having already met 
with very Kindly Invitations, went abroad ; where 
they met with good Words and good Wages into the 
Bargain; and, in Return for this Kindneſs ſhewn 
them by their new Maſters, they eſtabliſh'd Correſpon- 
cies in England ; and were, in many Inſtances, the 
Inſtruments of vaſtly promoting the Owling and 
Smuggling Trade; inſomuch, that, if I am not 
wrong inform'd, upon ſome of our Sea Coaſts Framce 
was grown to be the uſual Market for Engliſh Wool. 
Now, if theſe Things are, fo as I have humbly 
repreſented them ; if the putting a Stop to exporting 
raw Wool, will greatly increaſe his Majeſty's Revenue, 
as a neceſſary Conſequence of ſuppreſſing in a great 
meaſure the Smuggling Trade; I beg Leave to ob- 
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ar d Factors. I/, By increaſing their Demands from 


(3) 
. 34 Place, it will be of great Advantage to every 
fair Trader, in all the ſeveral Commodities which are 
now ſmuggled upon us from abroad. This carries its 
own Evidence along with it. I beg Leave therefore, 
tofay 


4thly, That it will be the Means of finding Em. © 


8 for our Poor, and therefore will both force 
and ſhame many of our idle Vagrants into Work; 


becauſe it will cut off all Excuſe for their Strolling, 


and make them be conſider'd in a true Light as looſe 
diſorderly People: "Thus will they be confin'd to their 
own Pariſhes through want of Encouragement in the 


begging Trade, and made more uſeful Members of 


the Community. And the Conſequence of this be- 


In 5 
5thly, That the Pariſh Levies will be leſſen'd; it 
will be an Eaſe to Perſons who contribute to them, in 
all Stations of Life whatſoever. And as the Poor will 
hereby be able to meet with full Employment, it will 
of Courſe increaſe the Number of his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects: for 
thy, It will be the greateſt Encouragement ima- 
g nable to them to marry, when they ſee before them 


| a fair Proſpect, of being able to maintain a Family 


by Labour and Induſtry. And this will be the 


Means 


7thly, Of increaſing the Value both of Houſes and 


Lands; the former being ſure never to ſtand empty, 


nor the latter untenanted; and it wall alſo enable the 
"Tenants to pay their Rents well and cheerfully. 
And, as every Man will be thriving that will be 1n- 
duſtrious, it will occaſion a quick Circulation of Mo- 
ney, among Perſons in all Ranks, and of all Employ- 


ments, and difſuſe a Face of Plenty and Cheerfulneſs 


thro* the whole Land. Thus will our Conſumption 
be increaſed, and conſequently his Majeſty's Reve- 


nues will increaſe in Proportion, and "Trade will look 
up in every Branch of it. | 


Sthly, It will be an Advantage to the Merchants, 


abroad. 
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(9) 
abroad. 2dly, By enabling them with more Speed 


to furniſh out a ſortable Cargo. 3d, By ſecuring to 


them a certain Market, as no other Nation will then 
be able to fore-ſtall it: And the Vent of our Goods 
will not depend, as it has done very much, upon the 
capricious Circumſtances of Peace or War, &c. with 


this or that foreign Power. 


9thly, It will be a general National Advantage; 


there is no Branch of Trade except our WoollenTrade 


but other Nations may rival us in; Providence, b 
having beſtow'd upon us the beſt Wool in the World 
for marketable ManufaQtures, ſeems to have pointed 
out to us the very Way, of being a rich, powerful, 
and happy People. 

] beg Leave to obſerve, that *tis now but about 
100 Years ago, that the French and Duich became 


our Rivals in the Trade of Woollen Manufactures. 


Till then we work'd up our raw Wool at Home, and 
had the ſole Trade for our Cloths in ſeveral Coun- 
tries, and made the Returns in ſuch Commodities of 
their Produce as we wanted, where we now are forc'd 
to pay for them; either in ready Money, and conſe- 
quently we carry no Goods, bur Ballaſt only; or elſe 
in foreign Goods, which we buy with our Money 
elſewhere, "The Baltick Trade particularly turniſhes 
us with a melancholy Inſtance ot this; I have in View 
more eſpecially that to Sweden and Denmark. It we 
look back to thoſe Times, we ſhall find, what was the 
Cauſe of Decay of foreign Trade for the Engliſh Ma- 
nufactures. It was by reaſon of Foreigners procu- 
ring our Wool, and by the Help of that, and work- 
ing cheaper than we cou'd, beating us out of the 
Market. This points out to us the proper Method 
for retrieving that Trade, viz. by working up all 
our raw Wool at Home. And though I will not pre- 
tend to ſay, that we ſhon'd be able to gain ſuch a 
Monopoly of the Woollen Manufactures as we for- 
merly had; becauſe ſo many other Countries having 
ſince that Time fallen into the Manufacture of 
Woollen Goods, the lower People abroad pro- 

oy ably 
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(or) 
bably be ſerv'd with coarſe Woollens at a cheaper 
Rate than we cou'd ſerve them. But as to the fine 
Woollen Cloths, for the Sale of theſe, I humbly ap- 

rehend, we ſhou'd have no Rival, provided we kept 

ut our raw Wool at Home; and it is the fine 
Woollen Trade, which employs the moſt Hands, and 
brings in the greateſt Riches to a Nation. The ſingle 
Obſervation that formerly we manufaQtur'd all our 
own Wool, ſhews plainly enough, that we have ſpare 
Hands to do it now ; for I believe our Inhabitants 
are increas'd more in proportion ſince thoſe times 
than our Shcep are : And I hope, what I have pub- 
liſh'd in the Gent. Mag. for May and Offober 1743. 
has ſatisfied all diſintereſted Perſons in that Particu- 
lar, The two laſt Obſervations bring me naturally 


to take Notice. 


rothiy, That by keeping our raw Wool at Home, 
our Navigation will be greatly increas'd ; not only, as 
we may hereby entirely ſecure to our ſelves the Sale of 
our own Wool, exported in our own Bottoms when 
manufactur'd; whereas a great deal of what has gone 
abroad raw, has been carried off in Veſlels navigated 
by Foreigners; but alſo, as it will be the Means of 
ingroſſing to our ſelves the Trade to ſome Countries, 
which other Nations ſhare with us at preſent ; by 


our being the only People on Earth, who can ſupply 
them with all the Neceſſaries which they want, and 


can alone furniſh our Ships with a Freight of ſortable 
Goods for their Markets. And the neceſſary Con- 
ſequence of this will be 


1 Ir hIy, The curbing the Power of France, by con- 


ſiderably leſſening - her foreign Trade. And, I am 

rſwaded, that if we do but take effectual Care, to 

eep our raw Wool at Home; it will be the moſt 
deadly Stroke to the Power of France that we can 
give her; for, as I humbly apprehend, it will effec- 
tually diſable her from profitably carrying on ſeveral 
Branches of her Trade ; becauſe her Merchants wall 
want a proper Supply of Goods, for ſorting their 
Cargoes ro many Countries, whether they have for 
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(11) 
many Years traded by Help of Engliſp and Iriſp 
Wool, to a great National Advantage 

You will of Courſe obſerve, that I mention Irifþ 
Wool, as well as Engliſh. I deſire always to be un- 
derſtood to include both; for I am very ſenſible, that 
a Reſtraint - Exgliſh only will be doing nothing 
to the Purpole. 


Queries concerning the Reaſons of the pre- 
ſent advanc'd Price of Wool. 


Firft, JS there not more Danger now in Smuggling, 
than there was before the Breaking out of 
the War, both on account of our own Ships of War, 
and the Spaniſh Privateers, which have often hover*d 
near our Coaſts? 
24'y, Has not France loſt abundance of Men in the 
preſent War; inſomuch as to have been forc'd, to 
have Recourſe to extraordinary Means for recruiting 
her Armies, and, as ſome ſay, even to drag away her 
Manufacturers from the Loom, &c. ? And England 
having not yet declared War againſt her, has ſne 
> thought fit to ſend her Privateers upon our Coaſts, 
as ſhe did in the late War, who help*d much to drain 
us of our Wool, by maintaing a friendly intercourſe 
with our Smugglers ? 1 
34ly, Are not the Exgliſh who are now in Arms 
ew, in Compariſon of what they were during the 
late War with France, by which means our Manufac- 
UL—fturies are not ſo much drain'd of Men as they then 
were? Or can the uſual Increaſe of Mankind be fo 
much interrupted in the firſt Beginnings of War, as 
tit, in Courſe, muſt be by a long Continuance of it? 
4thly, Has not the brave Admiral Vernon open'd 
us a Way for carrying on a very profitable Trade 
with the Spaniards in America? And is not our be- 
ing engag'd in War with Spain, the Means of our. 
appropriating, in a great Meaſure, this Trade to our 
ſelves? For, is it worth while, for either the French 


or 


PT, We P — FR WW W 


(0) Pu Xo 


—— 
— 


—— 
3 


* — — ou 
, ee ETC 
N 
— or 


— 


. 
. — 


VT IPL nr, - 


2 Aer 


3 


—ͤ 33 
A Ore Ss 


* 0 
- * wo: - * 
— D a OT EN ot 
Oy . — - 
= 96 * * WI — 


or Dutch to trade thither on their own Bottoms 


much interrupted by the preſent War? * 


(612) 


wholly ? And, if they have Goods on board for the 
uſe of Spain, will they not be eondemn'd as lawful 
mes? "Ne A. Gi 39K 
5thly, Have not the Manufacturies in Hungary, 
Germany, upon the Rhine, &c. which, as I take it, 
were very conſiderable been rum'd, or however very 


6thly, 


— 188 o 


*I have been fince inform'd by a very worthy Correſpondent, 
that there has been a much greater Demand for our Woollen Ma- 
nufacture in the Weſt. Indies, than has been known for theſe twenty 
Years paſt, owing to Admiral Vernon s opening a Market at Porto- 


Bello and Chagre : And that the Prohibition of all French Goods, by 


the Q. of Hungary in her Dominions, has open'd a large Trade in- 
to thoſe Countries, where the Frexch us'd to have the principal 


Share. My ingenious Correſpondent apprehends that the Levant 


Trade has not contributed much to the Advance, our Turkey Mer- 
chants having rather declin'd in their Exports than othetwiſe; 
which has put our Clothiers upon thinking of Methods to extend 
that Trade. He lays a greater Streſs upon the Ryſia and leſs upon 
the Eaſt-India Trade, than I have done: He thinks the Home Con- 
ſumpcion of our own Wool larger than uſual, from the vaſt Quan- 
tities of Bear-Skins, Rough-Coatings, and many other Species of a 
coarſe Manufacture, which have been the prevailing Faſhion for 
ſeveral Years paſt; and theſe, in the room of Drabs, and other 


Cloths chiefly made with Spaniſh Wool. This laſt no doubt is a 


very pertinent and juſt Obſervation : Bur, I think, in one thing he 


has been milinform'd,. and that is, that the ſevere Winters, and 


the great Quantities of Land formerly Sheep Walks and now turn'd 


to Atable, have both leſſen'd the Number of Sheep, and lower'd 


the Price of Grain. As the Gentleman has ſaid this, not upon his 
own Knowledge, but merely upon the Information of others ; 
which ſhews that ſome Perſons have entertain'd ſuch a Notion, I 
hope he will not think himſelt at all concern'd in my making a 
few Obfervations upon ir. /, I believe, that in general, the 


Black Cattle and Horſes, for want of Hay in the preceeding Sum- 


mers, felt the Effects of the ſevere Winters much wore than Sheep 
did. 2dly, The Stock ot Sheep is much ſooner recruited. 3aly, 
It is wet and not dry Seaſons, which are pernicious to Sheep ; and 


we have not had a general Rot of them for many Years. 4th!y, 
The ſucceeding dry Years, have made many of our richeſt Grounds, 


ſuch as Fens, Marſh, Meadow, and in general all low Grounds, 
the very beſt of Paſtures, and many of them very good Winter 


Grounds, which in wet S2aſons carried but little Stock, in yer” 
f | fon 


— 


. 
6thly, Have not the French Ships of War been 
block'd up * with the Spaniſh in Toulon ? And 
muſt not this of courſe occaſion a Decreaſe of their 


8 


7 Levant Trade? For tho* the Eugliſb wou'd not take 
t, their Merchant Men; yet wou'd not the Corſairs of 
* Africk do it it they cou'd? And do we not know, 


that they have not been upon very good Terms with 
„ © ſome of them? | 

Ji, Is not the French Woollen Trade in Turkey 
very much declin'd of late, and have not the Exgliſb 


t, recover*d in ſome meaſure, that Trade, which the 
C French had before almoſt beaten them our of? 
«4  87hlp, Are not the French Eaſt. India Ships detain'd 
y at Home? And can they therefore ſend many 
E Woollen Goods to that Market? And has not our 
on Eaft-India Company bought up a larger Quantity of 
thoſe Goods than uſual 2 Or however, more than 
r- 9 l - , 

; they wou'd have done, if the French had carried on 
d | their 
n 
1- — & — — — — - — — 
1 1 

2 ſon of what they have done of late Years. And this alone, raking 
Ir the Kingdom throughout, I believe, will very much ovyer-ballance 
r 8ny Deficiency in the Stock of Sheep that cou'd ariſe from the hard 
3 Winters, or the plowing up the Paſture Grounds, &c. Beſides 
e that many Graunds which us'd to feed Beaſts, have, for want of 
d Water, been turn'd to Sheep Paſtures. 5h, The preſent low 
d Price of Grain is chiefly owing to there not being a Demand 
d abroad for its Exportation. Lallow, that perhaps in ſome Coun» 
is ties, The high Price which Grain bore (tis now not ſo long as 
; two Years ago) might induce ſome, to convert more of their 
I Grounds into Arable ; and this is the conſtant Method with Gra- 
2 ſiers and Farmers, where they have free Liberty from the Land- 
e Ou ners to do it, They will always be managing their Lands, as 
. they will bear it, either for Tillage or Graſing, as ſhall be moſt 
p profitable: When Grain is dear, they will run upon Arable; when 
„ © Ic is cheap, they will lay it down again. Not, but if we carry 
d our Inquiry many Years backwards, we ſhall jodeed find, hat a 


great deal of Ground upon many of our Downs, &c. which was 
> wvvy'd for Graſing, and of Sheep chicfly, is now turn'd to other Uſes, 
> and particularly Arable ; and the Bounty upon Exportation, has 
greatly encourag'd this Improvement. Hampſhire, Wiltſhire, and 
- = Dorſetſhire, ro go no further, will furniſh us with abundant 
a > Prot of his i | 
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their Eaſt-India Trade as before ; conſidering the 
Way lately open'd for carrying on a Trade with Per- 


ſia thro? the Ruſſian Dominions. 


Indeed I do not know that we ought to lay any 
great Streſs upon the new Trade to Perſſa, as to the 
preſent advanc'd Price of Wool ; becauſe the Riſe 
was not till a conſiderable Time, as I take it, after 
our Merchants made their firtt Ventme that Way , 
and I do not yet hear, that they have made a ſecond. 
Bur, I do not know particularly what Quantity of 
Goods was ſhipp'd thither. 

I ſubmit it to every Gentleman, to lay what Streſs 
he pleaſes, upon each of the above Particulars . 
Singly they may not, but united they may be able 
to produce the Effect; by enlarging our Trade a- 
broad, and thereby advancing our Wool to the Price 
it is now at. This I belive, will, in general, be 
allow'd me, that the Woollen Manufacture of Eng- 
land 1s in a much more thriving Condition, and the 
Demand for it greater now, than it was a very few 
Years ago, and Sy the contrary is true with Regard 


to France. * 
| Sufficient 
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* The fame ingenious Gentleman tells me, that the ManufaQure 


of Woollen Goods in England is in a more flouriſhing State, than 


it has been for many Years, and thar, that of France is upon the 
Decline, If fo, and is on all Hands allow'd to be fo, it 1s 
highly prebable, that Jeſs Wool is now owl'd to France, than was 
a few Years ago: 30,000 Packs of Engliſh or Iriſh Wool work'd 
up with French Wool is a conſiderable Thing; and ſuch a Quan- 
tiry more than uſual being kept at Home, wou'd give a great Turn 


* 


in our Favour, according to my Eſtimate, 
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Sufficient Vent for our Woollen Manuface 
 tares : And an Account given why fool 
bas advanc d in Price. 


HE Fears which you expreſs, that if we can 

keep our raw Wool at Home, we ſhall not be 
able to find a Vent for it when manufactur'd, I think 
you will lay aſide : when you conſider that it is at 
preſent all diſpos'd of; and if Foreigners cannot car- 
ry it to Market, the Kugliſb may, and will ſoon re- 
cover that Trade for Woollens, which they have 
been beat out off, by other Nations getting their 
Wool from them. The high Price given for our raw 
Wool by the French plainly ſhews, that it is for the 
Uſe of their Manufacturies; and I make no Doubt, 
but the Countries, who buy it of them, will be will- 


* ing to be ſupplied by the 4 when they can 


have it by no other Channel. But Im perſwaded, 
you have been led into this way of thinking by the 
high Computations. Were they indeed true, I do 
not ſez how we cou'd {pare Hands to manufacture our 
Produce ; or, if we cou'd do that, where we cou'd 
find Sale for our Manufactures, But it, agreeably to 
my own Computations, our utmoſt yearly Produce 
never exceeds, and, in general, falls a good deal 
ſhort of one Half of what theſe Gent. compute it 
at ; then, I think, I can not only find Vent for it ; 
but I can much better account for the preſent Riſe 
of Wool; than can be done, ſo far as I can ſee, up- 
on the Footing of the high Computations. It we 
{uppoſe the French never to have got yearly more 
than zo, 49, or 50,000 Packs of Britzhh and Iriſh 
Wool; then it will be eaſie to account for the pre- 
ſent Advance in Price; by the French Trade having 
dechn'd, and our own having flouriſh'd more of late 
than tor ſeveral Years paſt. But, if they had from 


us, ten times as much raw Wool as I have ter it at, 


1 own I cannot account for it: Neither is it my Con- 
2 | cern 


* 


(16) 
cern to do it. We know in the Article of Grain, 
what a vaſt Alteration has been made on a ſudden in 
the Price, by a pretty brisk Demand for it for E-. 
+ 2g + tho” the higheſt Demand we ever have, 

belicve, hardly-exceeds one Tenth of the Produce 
of a ſingle fruitful Year. And I own, I can ſee no © 
Reaſon, why the Price of Wool may not be equal. 
ly affected, by an Increaſe in the fame Proportion, 
in the Demand abroad for our Woollen Manufac- 
turs. * That it is increas'd, I believe, is on all $ 
Hands 3% 


— * 


0 
— 


* To make this the more intelligible ro my Read- 
er, I will lay the State of it before him, according 
to my own, and according to the high Computations. 


—— — * 1 


— — 


Wool grown |Smuggled|Manufac-!Increaſe [Sum Total "OY F 
yearly in yearly | tur'd till} of our now for th 
Great Britain N | lately Manufac-| M anufac- Sonu 22 ling 


and only, | tures at! rur'd at 3 
Ireland. Home. Home. F 
By my Computations, 9 


Packs 450,000 50,000 | 400,009 | 30,000 | 430,000 | 20,000 


By the high Comput ations, | 
Packs ris 300,000 | 600,000 | 30,000 | 650,000 270, 000 


* 


— 2 _— 


N. I have not here made the Abatement, according to what! 
think our yearly Produce falls ſhort of 450,000 Packs: If I ſhou'd 
do that, it would exbibit it in a ſtill ſtronger Point of Light: Nor 
do I pretend to aſcertain the Quantity that has been, or is at pre- 
ſent ſmuggled ; 'tis certain, there is leſs ſinuggled now, than there 
was a few Years ago, becauſe it is on all Hands, ſo far as I know, 
allow'd, that our toieign Trade for Woollens is increas'd, and that 
of France is leſſen d. An ingenuous Reader, I think, will know 
my Meaning, and will eaſily fee, that ſuch an Increaſe in the Pe- 
mand for Woollens, as, according to the high Computations con'd = 
have no very great Effect upon the Price of Wool, muſt very much 
advance it, it my Computations are tolerably near the Truth. But 


not to keep any one longer in Suſpence, I will venture to give 
* 


9 


2 9 


(27 79 


Hands allow'd. But, that it is ſo much increas'd, 


as to work up even 200,000 Packs, more than it 
did two Years ago, I own, 1s quite above my Com- 


prehenſion, 
Home 


* « 
8 P — —_— 


** 
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my own Conjecture, (for I cannot call it more) about the general 
produce of our Wool. I ſay the general Produce, for in ſevere Rot 
Years the Farmer ſhail ſomerimes loſe almoſt every Sheep upon ſome 
Grounds; and if ſuch a Rot is general, it may in the whole King- 
dom ſweep of ſome Millions of Sheep. Bur I ſpeak only of rhe 
general yearly Produce ; and I ſhou'd chuſe to ſet it for South Britain 
not lower than 230,000, nor higher than 280,000 Packs ; and 
for Scotland and Ireland, between 115,000 and 130,000, or at moſt 
140,000 Packs, I believe our Produce of Wool is at preſent as 
high, as it has in the general been. I will only beg Leave to ob- 
ſerve, that this is not mere Gueſs-Work ; it is the Reſult of many 
Computations, Bur I have no Right, neither do I deſire it, that, 
others ſhou'd fit down by it: I only uſe the Liberty, which every 
Man is entitled to, cf giving his own Opinion. If, in the Table 
above, I have chanc'd to ſet the Quantity ſmuggled near the Mat- 
ter; I beg Gentlemen would conſider what muſt have been the Na- 
tional Lofs, by 60, 80, or perhaps even 100 Thouſand People or 
more by this Means wanting Employ ; while the Britiſb Merchant 
at the ſame Time had his Market abroad foreſtall'd, by the Help of 
that very Wool, which he wou'd otherwiſe have carried himſelf in 
ManufaCtures to the Market unrivall'd. And ſuppoſe the French 
to get no more from us now than 20,000 Packs yearly ; yet ſurely 
the Nation is a ſuthcient Sufferer even by This to engage a ſerious 
Attention; for by the Help of their own Wool of Berry, and the 
Spaniſh Wool which they can buy, the French may ſtill be very for- 
midable Rivals to us inthe Woollen Trade. And tho' the Grower 
of Wool may be eaſy with the preſent Price: Yer it there is Wool 
ſtill ſmuggled abroad; this Acquieſence does not exhibit him in a 
Light becoming a true Lover of his Country; but rather as one 
quite unconcern'd for a National Good, and provided he can bur 
ſel] his Preduce at a high Price, not caring wha: becomes of it after. 
This is all Self. Intereſt, pure, and unwix'd ; heighten it but a little, 
and then you have a perfect Idea of a Smuggler. For my own Part, 
with all due Submitlion to my Superiors, I apprehend this to be a 
very proper Time for ſuppreſſing Smuggling. —— We having, in 
ſome Meaſure, regain'd our Woollen Trade, and France having de- 
clin'd in hers; now is our Opportunity, and if we ſtrike while the 
Iron's hot, we may quite beat our Rivals out of the Market. Bur, 
it they can but ger, comparatively a ſmall Quantity of our Wool, 
This mix'd with their own will a little uphold their Credit, till, the 
Poſiure of Affairs changing, and no further Proviſion than uſual ha- 


j | ving been made, all will naturally return again into its old Channel. 


(18) 


Home Conſumption of raw Hol. 


1 Submit to your Peruſal the following Computati- 
ons. Yearly Home Conſumption of raw Woo! 
by a Million of Souls, from 3 1b. to 61b. for each 
| Perſon; raking into the Eſtimate not only Apparel, 
but Furniture, &c. | : 


\ At Ib. 3 for each] 12. 500 Packs. 177 | 
| " 8 8 i 1225 at IÞ, 5 0, 833. 
_—_— > JT” 7, 
| 4 1b, 5 Taz, 1 
Ib. 4 16. 666 — | 3 
w 
Pl 18. 750. 6. 25, ooo. 
2 


8 


I think few have ſet the Inhabitants of Euglaud 
and Wales of late Years lower than 8 Millions, or 
higher than 10 Millions. I have given here an Eſti- 
mate of the Conſumption at the Rate of 8, 9, and 
10 Millions. | 


{Millions)ar Ib. j. at lb. ;2 at Ib. 4 Ib. he Ib. 5.]at lb. 5 at Ib. 6, 
2 


$ 100, 000116, 666133, 333 150, 0 |166,666|193,333 [200,000 
:D 112,500; 1 31,250 [150,000 [168,750 |187,500, 2062.50 ,225,000 
10 [ 125,000! 145,833 166,666 187,500 1208, 333 229,166 2 50. O00 


Scotland I think is computed to have about a Mil- 
lion and Half of Inhabitants; and Ireland to have 
about two Millions. But not to be ſparing in 
my Computations, I have given yon Eſtimates for 3, 
3 and a Half, and 4 Millions. 


a 
35 — 
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— gat l. 1 b en bet Ib. gat Ib. 5 at b. 6 


LE: 37,500 43.750 | 50,000! 56,250 (62, 500 69,650 75, ooo 

I 
3 N 43,625) 51,041 | 58,333] 65,625 72,916 81,008 | 87,500 
= $0,000; 56,333 66, 666 75000 183,333 92,566 : 100,000 


— . has ate. a 36 — — ma +4" ad 
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For the Home Conſumption of South-Britzin, I 
think we cannot allow leſs per Head than 3 lb. nor 
need we, I believe, ſet it higher than 5 lb. 

For North-Britain and Ireland, 4 lb. per Head 1 
imagine is the loweſt that it can, and 6 lb. the higheſt 
that it need beſet at. But I leave every Gentleman 
to compute by the Tables according to his own Fan- 
cy. I am ſenſible, my own Way of Eſtimating wou d 
be too low, were it not for the great Uſe of Things 
made of other Materials; as of Silks, Cottons, Mo- 
hair, Flax, Hemp, and Leather; tho? the Young 
= from their Birth, and the Old even to their — 
laid into the Grave are taken into the Account, an 
their Conſumption is but a very Trifle ; and in gene- 
ral, the Conſumption of Females falls much ſhort 
ol that of the Males. | 
I have allow'd more, in Proportion, for the Inha- 
bithants of North-Britain and Ireland, than for thoſe 
of South-Britain ; becauſe, as ] take it, their Cloath- 
ing is in general coarſer, and therefore takes more 
Wool; and they conſume leſs of other Materials. 
Dr. Davenant and Mr. King computed South-Bri- 
tain to conſume at Home 3 4ths of the yearly Pro- 
duce of Wool ; their Computations might be very 
right ar that time ; but, notwithſtanding the Increaſe 
of Inhabitants, I much queſtion, whether the Home 
Conſumption has been ſo great for many Years paſt as 
it was in thoſe Times; owing to Velvets, Silks, 
Pluſhes, (and Callicoes not very long ago) Printed 
Linnens, Cottons, &c. &c. And their uſing then 
thick Woollens, very heavy in compariſon of thoſe 
„ light ones which came afterwards in Faſhion. Not 
but the Prohibition of SpAuhPᷓ Wool, upon the break- 
ing out of the War, certainly increas'd the Conſump- 


— ion of our own Wool, if not by introducing, how- 
.6| + ever by extending the Uſe of our heavier Woollens. 
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(20) 9 
Of the Quantity of Mool grown in Eng- A 


j land and Wales. 
| j Uppoſe we have 40 Millions of Acres in England © 
WM and Wales. The Deduction for Lands cover d 
1-4 with Water, for Rivers, Drains, &c. and otherwiſe _ 
1 utterly incapable of being depaſtur'd, as being quite 
1 barren, or overgrown with Reeds, or us d only for 
1 Turbary, or taken up with Roads, Fences, Ditches, 
VIV c. or with Buildings, and the Yards, Gardens, and | $ 
0 Orchards belonging to them; cannot, I think, be 
10 well ſet at leſs than 4 Millions. 7 
1 Remains then of Land paſturable, if not other- 
wiſe ny, 36 Millions. | 
Suppoſe between Martinmas and Chriſtmas a Sheep 
to 2 Acres equal to 18 Millions 
It 1s certainly ſetting it too low, to ſuppoſe only 


2 Millions of theſe to be ſlaughter'd, or to die be- 
fore next Sheer-Day. Bur if 2 Millions only be de- 
deducted, this will reduce the old Sheep to be ſhorn 
to 16 Millions. 


Wl To make up 300,000 Packs, 

"4 heſe 16 Millions of old Sheep, when ſhorn, muſt 

produce 4 1b. to a Fleece, equal to Packs 266,666. 
Add 1 8th. for Lambs and Felt Wool, which is as 

high as any one, I think, has ſet it at, equal to Packs 


If we ſet the Fleeces on Sheer-Day at 3 lb. and a 


mu 


* 
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» 
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i Half, there muſt be ſhorn above 18,666,000 And 
[1, by the fame Proportion as before, there muſt be 21 
|: 1 Millions between Martinmas and Chriſtmas, 

4 If we ſet the Flecces at only 3 lb. each at Sheer- 


Day, then there muſt be ſhorn above 21,33 3,000 
and between Martiumas and 
Chri/fmas there mult be 
Whether we compute the Fleeces at 3 or 4 lb. it 
will come to much the ſame. c 


— * 
A 


7 24 Millions. 


. 
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8 
If we ſet the Fleeces at 41, each, [60 to the 
Pack] I fear it is ſetting it too high, upon the Ave- 
rage, for the Produce of England and Wales. 

If we ſet them at 3 lb. each; I have the ſame Fears 
that that Number of Sheep between Martinmas and 
Chriſtmas {24 Millons] is more than we can ſupport 


4 in the Winter ; conſiſtent with our other Stock, 
our favouring of Paſture Lands for the Spring, our 
Methods of Husbandry ; and the great Tracts of 


Land which are not proper Winter Grounds, be- 


ſides our Wood Lands, Hop Grounds, &c. Parks, 


Warrens, Heaths, Moors, and Commons, &c. ma- 


ny of which carry little or no Stock at that time of 


the Lear. 


Letter of Auguſt the 8th 17543. re-primt- 
ed, with Notes upon it. 


W HE N I firſt publiſh'd my Scheme, I foreſaw, 
it would give more Trouble both to the 
Grower of Wool and the Manufacturer, than I wou'd 


2 willingly have laid upon them; but, a general Notion 
that the ſmuggling our Wool abroad was an incurable 
> Evil, occaſion'd my being fo cautious in every Arti- 
= cle ; and, I was in Hopes, that, as I had drawn out 
the Particulars at full Length, it would be eaſy for 
= others to contract and abridge them; * And, any 
one that reads my Scheme with tolerable Candour, 


may eaſily ſee, that it was very far from my Inten- 


tion to clog Trade. The Scheme itſelf indeed has 
buy one Gentleman been repreſented as utterly im- 
2: practicable ; but by the Account he gives of it, I am 
ready to think, he was ſatisfied with looking over the 


Contents, and only dipp'd into the Scheme itſelf ; if 


if 


ha perus'd it, it was very curſorily, and with too 
much Warmth to form a right Judgment of it. I 
2 D | 1 


do 


— 


* The Way of carrying on the W oollen Manufacture is different 


iin different Places. If Perſons concern'd in it, wou'd lend their 
helping Hand; All Things, with regard to Accounts, ſo far as þ 
2 can learn, might be ſettled to general SatisfaQion, = 


(22) 
do not in the leaſt call in Queſtion the Uprightneſs 
of the Gentleman's Intentions ; J regard every Wri- 
ter upon the Subject as my Fellow-labourer in the 
ſame laudable Cauſe : I only with, that every Gen- 
tleman would employ his Pen, rather to build up, 
than puil down ; and not think it enough to note the 
Errors of others, without offering a Method to cor- 
rect and amend them. The former can be of little 
Uſe, *till we fee there is ſome Danger of a Law be- 
ing framed upon ſuch a faulty Scheme; the latter 
will help to clear up Difficulties, to remove Objec- 
tions, to put to Silence the Oppoſets of a National 
Good, and to encourage thoſe who are ſincerely zea- 
lous to promote it is 

Some Gentlemen have unhappily entertain'd a No- 
tion, that we cannot ſpare Hands ſufficient to ma- 
nufacture our Wool at Home; a Notion in genera! 
quite new; and which, I am perſuaded, took 1t's 
Riſe, from the exaggerated Accounts which were 
given us of the Loſs to Great-Britain by our Wool 
being ſmuggled abroad Theſe Gentlemen have com- 
puted England to loſe above 40 Millions, and France 
to gain above 50 Millions yearly, by this one Arti- 
cle. Were this Fact, what could have hinder'd France 
from cxecuting, what has been ſaid to be her favourite 
Scheme, —— arriving at UNIVERSAL Moxarcurt ? 
The Danger of our not finding Hands to manufacture 
our Wool I look npoa as a mere Scar-crow. But, it 
any Gentlemen continue to have theſe Fears, the 
Danger is eaſy provided againit, by empow'ring and 
obliging a Perſon in every County, &c. (Suppole the 
Clerk of the Peace) at a certain time ot th: Year to 
take what ſhall then remain in the Grower's Hands, 
at the Price, with ſome little Abatement, * which 
| 4: : the 

* It they were to have the full Price, which their Neigabours 
ſold for; All, who wanted not ready Money, wou'd keep their 
Wool, till the Time appo nted for the Clerk of the Peace, &c. 
to take it oft their Hands: Becauſe, though it ſhou'd not riſe, they 
woa'd be ſecure from being Loſers ; but if it did, the Profit wou'd 


- accrue ſolely to themſelves. This might haye a very ill Effect 
upon Trade, | | 


nn. 
— 


(23) 


the Wool of the ſame Townſhip where it grew, was 


generally ſold for the preceding Year, and, it may be 


atterwards diſpos'd of, as the Parliament ſhall direct. 


To obviate all Objections, which J have hitherto 


| heard-of againſt my Scheme, I beg leave to make the 
following Propoſals. 


L apprehend, that the Wool-winders Account, as 
requir'd in Art, 7, and a general Regiſtry of Stock 
once a Year, as in my Propoſals to Parliament in a 
printed Half- Sheet, f will be a ſufficient Check upon 
the Grower of Wool; eſpecially, if all Wool-buy- 
ers be requir'd to give and take Certificates of all 
Wool bought or ſold above Pounds Weight ; 
and both Buyer and Seller be oblig'd to preſerve and 
produce ſuch Certificates, when legally requir'd. 4 

7" 4 4 i 


ls. 


— * 
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+ Tf the Method I propos'd for aſcertaining the Stock, &c. [Pro- 
potals to Parliament of March 5, 1742-3.] ſhou'd be approv'd, I 
humbly propoſe, that when the Grower gives in an Account of his 
S:ock, he may alſo give in the, Weight of his Wool cut between 
February laſt and that Time: and the Total enter in the general 


Account. I deſire, the worthy Author of the Graſiers Au vocate 


N 


will accept my Thanks for this Improvement. 


* For my own Part, I lay a very great Streſs upon This; and, 
for want of ſome ſuch Proviſion, I humbly apprehend, many of 
our Laws againſt Smuggling have fail'd of Succeſs, =— Pur the 
Caſe, that'a Dealer buys Wool in Lincolnſbire, or Leiceſterſhire, and 
ſends it Coaſt- wiſe to a Port in the Briciſh Channel. The Accounts 
between the Officers of the Cuſtoms may agree, and the Wool may 
be fairly lodg'd in the Buyer's Ware-Houſe, — He has got it in a 
very convenient Place for the Purpoſe, — After all this, it may by 
S ealch be carried into France, — If he ſells it again at Sour hampton, 
he mult take a Certificate, from the Perſon he ſeils it to; This will 
diſcharge him if he is call'd upon. If he employs Hands to work 
it up; though I make no Doubt, but at preſent he keeps an Ac- 
count with his Workmen; he ought, as I humbly apprehend, to 
be ob lig d, under ſevere Penalties, to keep a regular Account of ail 
Wool deliver'd out; as ro Weight, Time, Place, to whom, and 
by whom it was deliver'd; and of the Return in like Manner in 
Goods manufaRu;'d : And to produce ſuch Book before the Juſtices, 
when requii'd, in order to clear himſelf from any Suſpicions of 
Fraud, I ſee no Hardilip upon the tair Dealer in this, 


> Wal, ee IO VE AG IT" oP — - 


| | ( 24 ) | 

As it will be little Trouble for the Officers of 
Exciſe to take down the Number of Skins at the Fell- 
mongers. &c. (Art. 15.) I humbly propoſe, that 
that may ſtand as it does, and all the reſt of the 
Scheme, except what concerns the Grower and Ma- 
nufacturer; all which, upon admitting the Regula- * 
tions above-mention'd, I propoſe to ſtrike off at once, 
to prevent any Complaint on account of the Trou- 
ble or Intricacy of it. And, I am perſuaded, that 
the other Articles with regard to Licenſing of Buy- 
ers, Carriage of Woo!, Penalties upon the Guilty, 
and Encouragement to Informers, eſpecially, if the 
Informer be intitled to the whole Reward, and effec- 
tual Means taken to promulge the Law, fo as that 
every private Perſon may know his Reward for In- 
formation : * Theſe Things, I fay, I am fully per- 
ſuaded will anſwer the End, and prevent any conſi- 
derable Quantity of our Wool from being ſmuggled 
abroad. My Reaſon for it is this : ?Tis the Proſpect 
of Gain which makes Smugglers ; but, a Man mult 
be blind to his own Intereſt, who will -venture to 
ſmuggle, when his Servants, Accomplices, and all 


that are privy to his indirect Practices, are tempted 


to make Diſcovery of them, not by Indemnity only, 
but, by ſuch great Rewards. (See Articles, 18, 19, 
20, 21.) He ſmuggles for his own Advantage, and 
they'il detect him for theirs ; it they do not, they 
fooliſhly betray both their own Intereſt, and that of 
their Country. *Tis not with Wool, as it is — 

: Tea, 
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* believe there are few Owlers of Wool, whether Growers 
or Buyers, but their Neighbours either know ir, or ſtrongly ſuſpect 
it; and if the Penalties and Rewards are well known, they will 
warch them narrowly. Time brings many Things to Ligbt; and 
a wholeſome Law to prevent the Owling our Wool; and the 
Care or Neglect in the Execution of it, will ſhew plainly, who 


are, and who are not Friends to the Trade and Intereſt of Great- 


Britain, And it the Reſtrictions here propos'd be tried; and, upon 
Tryal, ſhou'd be found inſufficient ; they may afterwards be ex- 
tended: And the People will more cheartully bear farther Reſtraints, 
it Experience evinces the Neceſſity of them. 


(25) 
Tea, &c ; Wool's a bulky Commodity, and ?tis not 
eaſy to conceal any great Weight of it; and if we 


can keep our Wool at home, I believe it wow'd be 


one of the moſt effectual Means, to diſcourage the 
ſmuggling other Goods upon us from abroad; and, 
how conſiderably this wou'd increaſe his Majeſty*s 
Revenue, I leave it to Gentlemen converſant in it 
to judge. HE | 

Some Cautions may be added, as to Perſons near 
the Sea Coaſts, and to Article 21, with regard to 
keeping Wool within Miles of the Sea, eſpe- 
cially upon ſuch Coaſts as are moſt ſuſpected; (for that 
ſome are deſervedly more ſuſpected than others, I 
believe, every one will allow.) All which may, with 
little Trouble, be thrown into a clear and eaſy Me- 
thod, if Encouragement 1s given to hope, that any 
Scheme, relating to this Affair, will meet with Suc- 
cels. | | ; 4 

Some think, the Gentlemen of Ireland will not 
come into our Meaſures ; I am perſuaded, they are 
truer to their own Intereſt than to refuſe it; when 
they conſider the Encouragement that has been al- 


ready given by England to their Linnen Manufacture, 


and how unreaſonable it wou'd be in them to diſtreſs 
her in the Woollen Trade. But, beſides what has 
been offer d by others, in which I have no Concern. I 


have myſelf propos'd ſeveral farther Encouragements 


for the Benefit of Irelaud. 


The whole Penalty for Suuggling to be the 
Reward of the Informer, cut of the 
Offenders E tre Ge, if they amount to it. 
But the Pullick not to be anſæverable 
for the whole Deficiency. 


FL was at the Inſtance of a very worthy Friend as 


1 bove a Tear ago, [Dec. 30, 1742. } who gave ſo- 
lid Reaſons tor ſuggeſting it, that I atterwards pro- 
pos'd 


(26) 
pos'd appropriating the whole Penalty to the Infor- 
mer. And not long after this firſt Propoſal, he made 
another ¶ March 5, 1742-3.] © That if the Effects of 
« the Offender and his Accomplices do not amount 
* to the Penalty; the Publick ſhou'd ſupply the 
* Defect for the Encouragement of the Infor- 
t mer.” | 

This ſe emꝰd very ſpecious in one View, as it won'd 


encourage Informations. But it is carrying it too far. 


* 1/}. Here muſt a conſiderable Fund be rais'd by the 
Publick, by ſome Means or other, for anſwering ſuch 

eficiencies. And 249, Here would be a great emp- 
tation to Collufion between Smuggler and Informer, 
to enrich themſelves by defrauding the Publick. 


For let us ſuppoſe 100 1. worth of Wool to be car- 
ried to Sea: At 8d. a Pound, which is not ſetting 
it at all high, eſpecially, conſidering that what they 


run is ſome of the beſt of our Wool in general; this 
N | 5 
| wou'd 


— cc 
— — 


— 


* T own there is an apparent Deficiency here in my Scheme; 


which I would endeavour to ſupply in this Manner, from ſome 
Hints given me by my worthy Friend, and other Things which 


have ſince occur'd to me.— If the Offenders eſcape and leave no 


Effects behind, or not amouncing to the full Value of the Wool car- 


ried off; let the Hundred, from whence it is exported, be liable to 


make up the Deficiency, 1. e. the Value of the Wool; and Infor- 


mers and Proſecutors intitled to that Reward. If the Offender or 
Offenders are ſeiz'd, and their Effects do not exceed one 4th of the 
full Penalty for clandeſtine Exportation of Wool; let them be com- 
mitted to the Houſe of Cortection and hard Labour for Months; 
and for a ſecond Offence be tranſported for Lite. — If there was 


a Default in the Hundred; it way be proper to ſubje& it to ſame 


farther fix'd Penalty, according to the Quantity or Value of the 
Wool. This will make it worth the Informer's while to proſecute; 


and the Method of recovering the Penalty may be ſettled in ſuck 


Manner as ſhall be judg'd efteEual and leaſt ex penſive; I humbly 
apprehend that if chis Point be well ſettled and ſecured, that it will 
have a much better Effect, than ſubjecting the Nation to pay the 
Reward to Informers; becauſe that will engage the Hundred, where 
the ſauggling Trade is carried on, to watch the Smugelers very 
carefully. There is indeed ſome Proviſion of this Kind already; 
and a due Enquiry how it has prov'd ineffectual, may lead Gentle 
Wen, into a proper Me. hod of guarding it better for the tu.uic. 


f... A. OG. oO. 8 
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wou'd be 3,000 Ib. Weight, not quite 13 Packs: no 
very great Quantity! I'll ſuppoſe, that it can be 
fully prov'd, that the Owner of the Wool, and the 
Matter of the Veſſel which it is on Board of, were 
knowing and concern'd in illegally exporting it: The 
Perſons, who are to make the Information, ſuffer them 
both to eſcape. They have beforehand taken Care 
to ſecure their Effects in a foreign Country: — Full 
Proof of this clandeſtine Exportation is afterwards 
made in England by the reſt of the Ship's Crew. Ac- 
cording to my Scheme [Art. 20.] theſe Informers are 


intitled to 5 1. Reward for evecy Pound Weight of 


Wool, out of the Effects of the Maſter of the Ship 
and the Owner of the Wool ſeverally ; that is, to 


101. in the whole for every Pound Weight, which 


is equal! to 300 per Cent. above the Value of the 
Wool: This will amount to 30 Thouſand Pounds. 


Now, according to my Scheme, this Juggle won't do. 


If the Offenders have-no Effects, the Informers muſt 
go away empty handed, * And the Maſters of the 
Ship, and the Owners of the Wool muſt ſpend the 
Remainder of their Days in Exile, for the take of the 
Advantage they can make by ſmuggling 1001. worth 
of Wool. And the Nation cannot ſuffer very much 
by about 13 Packs of Wool being carried off. Bur 
if the Publick ore to make up the Deficiency, here 
muſt be 30,000 Pounds paid to the Informers, Half 
of which 111 ſuppoſe them to carry over with the firſt 
fair Wind to their Accomplices in the Villany, viz. 
the Matter of the Ship and the Owner of the Wool; 
and ſo they may all ſpend the Remainder of their 
Days; the Exporters abroad, and the Informers 
where they pleaſe, in full Afluence of all Things. 
The Publick, however, would loſe conſiderably by 

| the 


G— 
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— 


* All colluſive Informations ſhou'd be diſcourag'd, and fair Ones 
countenanc'd, See the laſt Note, 
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the Bargain. + I think I foreſee many ill Uſes, that 
might be made of this. It may be farther conſider'd, 
that ſuch Perſons as have little Effects, can of them- 
ſelves ſmuggle but little to do a Nation Damage; 
they may be Inſtruments to Men in good Circum- 
ſtances , but their Poverty and high Rewards, will 
be great Inducements, to inform againſt their Maſters. 


m— 


+ Suppoſe this Trick to be play'd in 100 Inſtances; the Value of 
the Wool wou'd be 10,0001. the Quantity only 1250 Packs, a 
ſmall Parr ! no more than the 240th of 300,000 Packs, 
which ſome ſuppoſe to be ſmuggled yearly. Yet this wou'd coſt the 
Nation, no leſs than 3 Millions Sterling to Informers. We know 
what Tricks have been play'd ſometimes, when a Ship and Cargo 
have been inſur d above Value, but here the Gains would be vaſtly 
greater than can, in general, be made by ſinking or bulging a Ship 
ar Sea. And there is another material Difference; that if the In- 
formers in this Caſe were difcourag'd, there wou'd quickly be an 
End of all Informations. | 


r het. Bl. 
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T HE curious Reader may find [ Annals of Europe | 
for 1740, Pag. 337.] that the yearly Produce of 
f Wool in Ireland, according to an Account laid before the 
i Parliament there, fell ſhort of 67 Thouſand Packs. I 

would beg Leave to refer him alſo to my Letters in the 
Gent. Mag. for 1743. Pag. 259. 537. and to obſerve, | 
that I purpyſely omitted the Article of Hats, an Article 
I was quite ignorant of, and therefore I ſet the Duan- 
tity for Stockings wrought in the Way of publick Ma- 
nufafture too high, in order to anſwer the Omiſſion of 
the other. I ſuppoſe likewiſe the Number of - Perſons 
gn d to each Branch of our Mobilen Manufatfure, to 
be conflantly emplo d in the working Part; and exclu- 
froe of Mercers, Drapers, Ec. Wool-Buyers, Factors, 
Merchants, &c, which would very much, I own, ſwell © 
the Number of Perfons employ*d in or maintain'd by the *' 
Woollen Manufacture. Not to mention the Hands em- 
pio d on board the Ships which export thoſe Manufac= 
Fures, | | 


* WED oe ae — fas A le 4» 
nr 


> . 
e ee eee eee 


ISR. Ae. WAS ̃ EP. & AE AE * 


AN— 


* — — — 1 ——_ 
to AFM N 7 W 8 CAD r 
* 1 N 1 F 
of .. ee RR RE ACS n 


(29) 


* 8 I — . — 2 p 
- oo 4 * 
4 o 7 F , ; ' F 33.» * 1 | 
Fre 0 * . -& * "3 44 , * —— 1 - 77 > 
- 8 — 


1 


TT 


s moſt of the Tracts in this ſmall Piece regard 
the Quantity of our yearly Produce ot Wool: 


I have here ſubjoin'd' ſo much of the PROPOSALS 


to PARLIAMENT of March 5, 1742-3, as reſpects 
the aſcertaining of Stcck, and the Number of Moollen 


L Manvufafurers. by Profeſſion ; with the Addition of 


the Weight of Fleece-Wool, cut between the Month 


of February preceding, and the Time of giving in 


the Account, &c. I take no Notice of Fellmongers ; 
becauſe that, I think, may be pretty nearly eſtimated 
from the other. But if Gentlemen think there is 
Occaſion to compute to a Nicety, that may be ea- 
fily added. But I do not think, that the difference 


of Sentiments about the Quantity of our yearly Pro- 


duce, is a ſufficient Reaſon for poſtponing a Law a- 


gainſt Smuggling ; becauſe, if there is any Danger 


D 


of a Surplus, which I do not in the leaſt ſuſpecł, it 


may eaſily. be otherwiſe obviated | v. pag. 22, 23. 

The following Propoſals are re- printed with the 
ſame View, as the Letter of Ang. 8, 1743. becauſe, 
as they were diſtributed only, it was not in every 
Man's Power to come at the Peruſal of them. 


For aſcertaining the Stock. 


Suppoſe one and the fame Day be fixed, for giving 
in an Account of Stock throughout Great-Britain - 
Diſtinguiſhing the Number of Sheep, and Lambs, 
which are the Property of each Grower. And the 
Weight of Wool in Pounds which he has cut ſince 
the February preceding. This Account ro be 
given by the Owner, to the Petty Conſtable of the 
Conſtablery where they then depaſture. Notice 
whereof ſhou'd be given to each Grower, 6 Days 
before, by the Petty Conſtable, and a pretty high 
Penalty upon Detaulters, or Perſons giving in 
falſe Accounts; the Penalty to be wholly given to the 


D 
E Informers, 
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Informers, and recover'd in an eaſy Way. The Day,! 
humbly apprehend, muſt be critically the ſame throuiguj-- 
out the Kingdom; and the Penalties fix d pretty high, 
to prevent any colluſive removing of Stock. Some Day 
about the middle of 7uy, I apprehend to be the pro- 
pereſt for this Purpoſe; becauſe Shearing Time is 
then over; and moſt of the Lambs are then dropp'd: - 
Smithfield Markets are low; and there are few or no 
Fairs at that Time. But, if it is thought neceſſary, 
ſome Proviſion may be made for Regiſtering ſuch, as 
ſhall happen to be then upon Drift : The Account 
to be enter'd by the Petty Conſtable, as under the _ 
following Article. 4 


To know the Number of Woellen Manufacturers by 
Profeſſion. 
| Every one that is ſuch, upon a fixed Day, muſt _ 
" be regiſter*d by the Petty Conſtable of that Confta- 
il blery where he reſides. Maſters or Miſtrefſes muſt 
\ give in the Number of their Journeymen, and Ap- 
prentices, ſeverally; and if their —— are 
under ſuch an Age, as ſhall be fixed, they muſt give 
in their Names ſeparately : And the fame as to Pa- 
li rents or Guardians; and they muſt be diſtinguiſhed, 
as to that particular Branch of the Woollen Trade 
| in which they are employ'd. The Method will be thus. 


| Mary Webb, Spinner | John Thomas, Weaver, 
| and Carder. 5 Jounrneymen 

j | 6 4 Apprentices 

| | 2 Under 32. 

| 


| All theſe Accounts, the Petty Conftable, or whom 

he ſhall employ, muſt enter in a Book, to be provided 

F for that Purpoſe ; and, within a Month after the Day 

| fix'd (which it would be proper to ſettle the Begin © 
| ning of Auguſt, that the Accounts both of Sheep and * 
Manufacturers may be peruſed by the Pariſhioners, * | 
Oc. at the fame Time;) he muſt give publick Notice © 
| of a Pariſh Meeting, at which all the Pariſh-Officers, * 
under a certain Penalty, may be obliged to attend. og = © 
che KF 
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the total Number of Perſons employ'd in each Branch 
of the Trade muſt be fer down, in ſuch Book, and 
thoſe under ſuch an Age diftingniſh'd ; and alſo the 
total Number of the Sheep and Lambs depaſturing 
within that Conſtablery ; and the total Weight ot the 
Wool cut; and then the Account muſt be ſign'd by 
the Pariſhioners, and the Miniſter, if it is judg d 
proper. And a true Copy of the Total of both, the 
ary Conſtable ſhall take Care to ſend, fairly tran- 
ſcribed, and ſealed up, with the Name of the Con- 
ſtablery indorſed, through the Hands of the Chief 
Conſtable, to the Clerk of the Peace, at the Quar- 
ter Seſſions next enſuing. All theſe Accounts to be 
ſeal'd up in a Parcel double paper'd, by ſuch Clerk 
of the Peace, with the Name of the County or Divi- 
ſion of County indorſed on the inſide Paper, to the 
Regiſter or Accomptant-General, to be nominated b 
Parliament, and Notice of the Place where his Of- 
fice is fix'd muſt be given in the Gazette, that the 
Clerk of the Peace may know how to direct it. 
By this Means, all the Accounts may be ſorted, and 
2 - rang'd Alphabetically, under the ſeveral Counties, 
without Trouble. The Accounts of South- Britain 
muſt be by themſelves, and the Counties diſpos'd alſo 
Alphabetically, and the ſame for North-Britain. One 
Perſon, I ſuppoſe, ſufficient to fort them for 5 Clecks; 
and the Accomptant-General and a Deputy will be 
2 enow to examine and compare them. It will be very 
* eaſy Work for each Clerkto tranſcribe the Accounts of 
2 100 Conſtableries in a Day; thus will the Accounts 
of 3o00 be diſpatch'd in a Week. Two Examiners, 
I ſuppoſe, may be ſufficient to compare the written 
and the printed Copy, to prevent Miſtake ; and to 
> ſum up and ſet down the Total of each Particular 
at the End of the Accounts for each County: And, 
in like Manner, to give the Total of the Accounts 
for South-Britain, and North-Britain, ſeverally , and, 
luaſtly, the Total Accounts of the whole Kingdom. 
And the Accounts being diſpoſed in this regular Man- 
ner, it will be even * to peruſe them, 

: 2 ro 


to ſuch as have a Curioſity that Way; and, for that 
Reaſon, I hope, as many may be printed, as will de- 
fray the Charge. 
By this Means, the printed Copies may be laid be- 
fore each Houſe of Parliament, and two ſent to every 
Clerk of the Peace for publick Inſpection. The Pay 
to the Officers in the Regiſter's or Accomptant's Qt- 
fice needs not exceed 500 J. and good Pay it will be, 
for the ſhort T ime it will require their Attendance. | 
To raiſe Money to pay the Officers, the Charge of 
Printing, Ec. it will, I judge, be ſufficient, it the 
Petty Conſtable is paid by the Proprietor of the Stock, 
a Penny a Score for all Sheep and Lambs; and, bj 
each Carder and Spinner, a Half- penny; and by every 
Weaver, and other Woollen Manufacturer, a Penny; 
and by every Wool-Buyer, Factor, Cc. 2d. 44. or 
69. as the Parliament ſhall think proper, The Ac- 7? 
count muſt be ſtated and ſettled at the Pariſh-Meet- *' 
ing, along with the other Accounts; and, one Fourth * 
Part of the Money, which the Petty Conſtable has 
received, he muſt ſend, by the High Conſtable, to 
the Clerk of the Peace, at the next Quarter Seſſions, 
along with his Account ; for earrying which he muſt 
pay the High Conſtable Sixpence out of the Three 
Fourths, which are to remain to his own Uſe for his 
Trouble. Out of the Money ſo received, the Clerk 
of the Peace ſhall deduct one Shilling in the Pound tor 
his own Uſe; and the Remainder he muſt return to 
the Regiſter, or Accomptant-General, who mult 
pay for Carriage of the Accounts to London, and of 
the printed Copies into the Country ; and for Print- 
ing and Binding the printed Copies, and all other 
Charges. All which Receipts and Expences he ſhall 
Cauſe to be printed, at the End of the Accounts, 
and the Ballance thereupon ; 
The whole Account will be very ſhort: For the 
Name of the County will be expreſs'd but once, e. 
cept on the Top of the Page. The Diviſion of the 
County only once, in like manner. The High Con- 


ſtablery will not be at all mention'd ; and 7 Co 
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ſtablery itſelt but once. And it that be printed in 
black Letters, and Alphabetically, it will be eaſy, in 
a Minute's time, to find the Accounts of any Place 
propoſed. | 


The whole Account for a Conftablery will fand thus © 


For Inſtance ; | | 
Lettering Sheep 2534, Lambs 1603. 
Wool, Pounds 7505. Wool, Pounds 5. 


Spinners and Carders — | 1095 521 
Combers 66 oo 
Weaver x - 333 67 


Sc. Cc. E9c, 


The latter Column is for thoſe under the limited Ape. 


If thereare any Conſtableries, fas I make no Doubt 
bur the:e are ſome) in which there are neither Sheep 


or Manuſacturers, let the Conſtable ſend in the Name 


of his Conſtablery, with a Blank, and the Sixpenee 
paid by him to the High Conſtable, in ſuch Caſe, 
may be allowed in his Accounts, thus, 
Orton Sheep — Manufacturer 
And where it is known, that there are more than 


one Conſtablery in the ſame County, or Diviſion of 


County, which have not ſome Appellative to diſtin- 
guiſh them; there the Petty Conſtable ſhould fer 


down the Hundred, along with the Name of his Con- 


ſtablery. 
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Obſe er vation upon Mr. G ee Impartial 
Enqury, &c. 


| R. Gee ſets out with Coolneſs and Moderation ; 
he not only thinks there 1s a Right, but that 
it is a Duty incumbent upon every Man, to com- 
municate his Thoughts to the Publick. P. 1. It's 
pity but he had been uniform, and kept his Temper 
throughout his whole Performance; for the firſt Po- 
ſition was certainly true, provided Perſons advance 
not any Thing which is ſhocking, and deliver their 
Sentiments with Decency and good Manners. I 
know not, what made Mr. Gee vary from what he 
firſt advanc'd : I think ſo extraordinary a Demand 
for his Book, as to bring it to a qth Impreſſion, ought 
to have kept him in good Humour ; and the Com- 
pliments paid him upon it, need not have made him 
think contemptibly of others. To treat this Subject 
in the way of Jeſt and Raillery, (I will uſe no harſh- 
er Expreſſion) does not ſeem to me a proper Method, 
to induce the Parliament to think we mean well, but 
rather to ſuſpect us of ſome ſecret Selfiſhneſs-; and 
the Receivers of our ſmuggled Wool muſt certainly 
laugh in their Sleeves; to ſee us fall foul one upon 
another, about the Means propos'd to prevent it. 
I never indeed ſaw Mr. Gee's Book till the 4th E- 
dition; and therefore I may preſume, I ſee it to the 
utmoſt Advantage ; the Author having had ſeveral 
Opportunities of reviewing it. And yet I cannot 
think, it deterves thoſe high Commendations, he and 
his Friends have given it. Both Praiſe and Cenſure 
are given ſometimes very arbitrarily : And I doubt 
not, but others as well as Mr. Gee might be able to 
give Proofs, of their Schemes having met with Appro- 
bation from ſome Quarter or other. But, it is not 
of any Conſequence to the Publick, whoſe particular 
Scheme is accepted; provided it be a ſafe one, and 
bids fair to be effectual: And the next, and * 
| tne 
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the main Thing is, its being duly carried into Exe- 
cution. But, it we are to ſtay till one is ſtarted that 
every Man will approve, we may ſtay as long as our 


worſt Enemies wou d wiſh for. | 
Mr. Gee thinks his own will infallibly anſwer the 
End, and that no other can ever ſo effectually do it, 
p. 48. He propoſes the Duties to be taken off Soap, 
Candles, Leather, &c. and a Tax upon Wool to be 
ſubſtituted in their Room. And the Officers of Ex- 


ciſe, who are&now employ'd in theſe Duties, he thinks 


are ſufficient to take Charge of our Wool; for he 


allows, p. 70, That the multiplying Exciſe Officers 
will be, to ſay no more, a Meaſure very unpopu- 
lar, will create Jealouſies in the People, and ſpread 
e an Alarm like a Peſtilence, over the whole Nation. 
Il will not trouble my Reader with an Abſtract of 
Mr. Gee's Scheme: It may be ſeen at large Pag. 37. 
— 48 of his Book. As he puts it under the 
Kegulation of an Exciſe, 1 will only trouble my 
Reader with the Concern which the Officer of Exciſe 
has in it; tho? that will lead him with little Reflec- 
tion to ſee the whole Scheme in the main. 


e Buſmeſs of the Officer of Exciſe by 
: 1 Gee's Scheme. 


IJ. E muſt ſearch at the Exciſe-Office, that is 
. within his Diſtrict, for the ſeveral Ac- 
counts deliver'd by the Farmers and Graſiers of the 
| ſeveral Townſhips within his Survey. In which 


they are to __ their Number of Sheep, and the 
1 


| Kind or ſeveral Kinds of Wool they bear, and give 
bim Notice of the Day of their Shearing. 

| 2dly. He muſt attend the Farmer's, &c. Houſe, af- 
ter the Wool is ſhorn and wound by the ſworn Wool- 
, winder 


ee. 
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Where Villages are thick, I have known 12 or 13 ſurvey'd by 
7 one Officer. NE : | | : * 'y 
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(36) 
winder of the Diſtriẽt, and ſee it weigh'd, and take 
an Account of it. 1 | es, 

34ly, Whenever the Wool is ſold, and the Seller 
and Buyer have in Conjunction enter'd at the Exciſe- 
Office the Quantity and Price; he mutt call in ano- 
ther Officer of Exciſe, * or the Woolwinder of the 
Diſtrict; and they muſt go together to the Place 
where: the Wool is lodg'd, to ſee it weigh'd ; and 
then, he muſt eirher declare that he will take the 
Wool, at the Price, out of the Buyer's Hands, pay- 
ing him over and above 5 per Cent. + and ſubjecting 
himſelf to pay Duty again at the firſt Price ; or elſe 


he muſt, after having received the Duty, & grant a 
Permit for Removal of the Wool, and it muſt be 


convey'd by Permits and an Exchange of Intelligence 
between the Officers: who grant the Permits, and 


thoſe of the Place it is ſent to, till it comes to the 


Manufacturer's Hands. 

_ 4thly. He muſt immediately ſend Advice of ir to the 
Officer of the Place where it is to be carried, with 
an Account of the Quantity and Affortments. 

5 h, The 


— 


Wool is ſold at all Seaſons of the Year; and, if there is not 


an Officer, nay two Officers, or one and «a Woolwinder always at- 
tending at the Exciſe-Office : the Buyer and Seller will have to 
hunt after them from Houſe to Houſe, from Pariſh to Pariſh (to uſe 
Mr. Gee's own Words, Pag. 70. 71.) | 

+ If the Officer takes the Wool, who is to be a Check upon him? 
That ought to be more guarded. — The Officer of Exciſe may be 
ſubject to human Frailties.: And the Wool-Buyer perhaps may not 
like: this. Regulation. | | 

. Methinks the Duty ſhou'd nor be paid at firſt, for fear of Re- 
milineſs after it is once paid, — It is Mr. Gee's own Reflection 
upon the Crown, Pag. 71. bur I dare not ſuſpect it, I mention it 
only, that Mr. Gee may correct it, for Uniformity's Sake, Mr. 
Ges does not ſay who muſt pay the Duty. But the Time of the 
firſt Removal being fix'd for the Time of Payment will, I fear, {nk 
the Price to the Graſier, &c. and will be Two-pence in the Shil- 
Jing,— above 16 1 half per Cent. clear out of his Pocket, No ver) 
agreeable News to the Graſier ! Here can be no buying of Wool of 
the Grower, without a 6:h Part of the Value in ready Money: 
which will be a farther Means to fink the Price. 
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5th. The Officer of Exciſe where the Wool is 

ſent to, muſt write him an Account whether his Sur- 
vey and the other's Account correſpond. 

6thly. As often as the Wool is ſold, before it comes 
into the ManufaQurer's Hands, he muſt grant freſh 
Permits. | 5 

7thly. He muſt grant Permits alſo to the Manu- 
facturer for every Parcel of Wool he ſells: 

 8:bly. He muſt ſurvey the Manufacturers Stock in 
Hand before every Sitting. 2 | 

gthly. He mult take in, at every Sitting, the Ma- 
nufaCturer's Accounts of the Wool he has manufac- 
tur'd, the ſeveral Perſons by whom it was dreſs'd, 
and adminiſter to him an Oath, that the Copy de- 
liver'd in is true and authentick. * + 

torhly. He is to take the Weekly Entry made at 
the Exciſe- Office, by Fellmongers, aud Skinners, of 
the Number of Sheeps Skins, Ram Skins, and Lamb 
Skins, with the ſeveral Sorts of Wool, and the Com- 
putation of their reſpective Quanrities. 4 

11thly. He muſt attend and weigh thoſe Wools, 
when pluck'd and dried; and charge the Skinner and 
Fellmonger with the Stock. 5 | 

I2thly, As the Skinners and Fellmongers Wool is 
to be brought under the ſame Regulation with Fleece 
Wool: The Officer muſt do what is requir'd in Ar- 
ticles 3d. 4th. 5th. and 6th. 8 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Exciſe, I 
dare ſay, are thoroughly ſenſible, that the common 
Officers, and Superviſors, have already in the Coun- 
try as much Buſineſs on their Hands, as they can 
poſſibly attend with due Care : and I doubt not at 
all but the Honourable Board of Trade were ſuſſici- 
| ently . 


CO 
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Mr. Gee does not tell us who is to examin theſe Ateounts; but 
the Officers of Exciſe will have Trouble enough otherwiſe, in all 
Reaſon, if they never read a Syllable of them. And as to Oaths ; 

fear too general an Impoſition of them will make them difregard« 
ed: It may ſerve to intangle the Conſciences of good Men, but will 
be lictle Reſtraint upon the Bad, 
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ently appriz'd of it; otherwiſe, in their Report to the 
Right Honourable the Houſe of Commons, I make 
no Queſtion but they won'd have ſubjected the Wool 
to the Inſpection of the the old Officers; and not 
have propos'd new Ones to have been created; for 


tis ungenerous, to charge them with a Deſign, of 


multiplying Officers of Exciſe without any Reaſon or 
Occaſion, | „ 

The Officers of Exciſe upon Malt and Beer ſur- 
vey, in the Country, every Thing that is at preſent 
Exciſeable. Tis true, it is otherwiſe in London; 
but the greateſt Part of the Wool Buſineſs is tranſ- 
acted in the Country; and many Pariſhes ſometimes 
ſurvey'd by one Officer. Neither will the Wool- 
winder's Affiſtance obviate the Objection, made by 
the ingenious Author of the Graſſers Advocate. For, 
conſidering the Buſineſs they will have to attend by 
Mr. Gee's Scheme, either the Grower of Wool mutt 
ſuit his Day of Shearing to the Wool-winder's Lei- 


fare; or there will be Occaſion for abundance of 


Wool-winders; and as their Licences * are very 
chargeable to them, and only 4d a Score, ſo far as! 
know, is paid them; Mr. Gee ſhou'd have made 
ſome farther Proviſion, or he will find no ne Perſons 
willing to qualify themſelves ſor the Buſineſs. So 
that upon the whole, either, Mr. Gee's Scheme mult 
be very careleſly attended to ; or we muſt have a con- 
ſiderable Set of new Officers of Exciſe, to inſpect the 
Woollen Buſineſs ; and he has already told us, what 
a terrible Qutcry that wou'd raiſe. 

As he is quite fatisfied himſelf, he ſeems to expect 
that others will entirely acquieſce in whatever he has 
advanc'd : I think his Piece has already met 22 
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* Licensd Wool-winders have a Cercificate under the Hand and 
Seal of the Mayor of the Staple at Weſtminſter, and are ſworn be. 
fore him. The whole Charge js about 3 1, befides the Expences af 
Journey and Attendance. I do not lee they are debarr'd from 
brerking the Fleeces, a Practice which gives a great deal of Trou- 
ble in foiting the Weol 
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full as much praiſe as it deſerves. And, for my Part 


11 


in a Year; that, upon an Average, our whole 


72 Hands a Week allow'd for manufacturing it, p. 


I with Mr. Gee had been more uniform. 


(39) 


I want to ſee ſome Things in it a little more clear 
"bus, when he calculates p. 83, that 1,440,099 
Perſons are able to manufacture a Million of Packs, 


Produce is manufactur'd by 72 Perſons a Week: 
When I compare this, with what he had faid p. 34- 
that our Wool at a Medium is now manufactur'd at 
20 1. a Pack ; and that if we cou'd regain our 'Trade, 
and the manufacturing our Wool into fine Goods, it 
wou'd amount to 40 l. a Pack; and yet no more than 


83; Imuſt conclude, that it has not far d ill hithertq 
with our Manufacturers; tho' Mr. Gee ſays other: 
wiſe, p. 5, and that, except he will allow more 
Hands, they will fare extremely well for the future. 


Thus again, when he tells us, p. 79, that it 18 
allow'd by moſt, that our Home Conſumption of 
Woollen Goods is not above one Quarter of our 
Produce ; the Remainder being exported either in 
Wool or Woollen Goods: I really wonder'd at it, 
becauſe juſt the Reverſe had been faid by Dr, Dave- 
aant, Mr. King, and others, 0 

I defire my Readers Attention, while we conſider 


this Affair upon Mr. Gee's Premiſes. Pag. 60, He 


computes the yearly Produce of England and Wakes 
at 600,000 Packs and upwards ; of Scotland and Ire- 
{and at above 300,000. It is plain from p. 61, 62, 
that he ſets the Inhabitants of England and Wales at 
about 10,500,000, He eſtimates the Inhabitants of 


Ireland (p. 88.) at about 2 Millions; Scotland is ge- 


nerally ſet at a Million and Half. Here are then in 
all 14 Millions. Theſe he furniſhes with Woollens, 
out of a 4th Part of our Produce, which he ſets at 
900,000 Packs, p. 33, 53. Therefore here are 14 
Millions of People ſupplied with Woollen Goods by 
225,000 Packs * conſequently, we have 675, oog Packs 
tor Exportation, 1 | 


* I believe that the Home Conſumption of Great. Britain and &e- 
land, does not very much exceed 225,000 Packs. 1 


| ( 40 ) 
| believe every one will allow, that France does 
not uſe more Wool than Ereat-Britain and Ireland. 


And if theſe Computations for Great-Britain and G 
Ireland, are true; they exceed us little in Number P 
of People; and conſidering their Convents, and the c: 
Wear of Silks, Velvets, &c. and their not burying b 
in Woollen, it is probable, they fall near one Half a 
| Tort of us in the yearly Conſumption. But, not to 5 
inſiſt upon this: Let us ſuppoſe their Conſumption I 
to be equal to ours. Mr. Gee fays, p. 33, that France 9 
produces yearly 600,000 Packs. * Then the Thing t. 
ſtands thus | : b 
| Yearly Growth of Wool Home Remains { 
No. of Packs|Confumprion|for Expor- fn 
ö | | | tation. | 4 
f q- 7; POP | | | 
| — D—aiy oy 900,000] 225,000 | 67 5,000 | - 
ö In France, Goo, ooo] 225,000 | 375,000 . 
q | Total of Britiſh - EE 
| Ir Sand P-ench F 5+599,000] 450,000 [1,050,990 
g 
: 


Conſequently, over and above ſerving their own Uſes , 
and in Proportion to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain 
and Ireland by Mr. Gee's Eſtimate, they will be able 
to ſupply the Uſes, 2 | 
Great-Britain and _— France of * Total 
of 42 Millions, 23 Millions 5 65 Millions. 
Now I ſhould be glad to know, W HERE all this 
muſt be manutactur d. France, I believe, 1 5 
| ands 
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* I' France produces ſo. much Wool; conſidering their Number 
{ of ialiing Nays, they mult be pe much more plentifully with 
\ Mur on than England ſelf: If I compute right for England, they 
mußt have above twice. as much. I appeal to Gentlemen who have 
j B23 that Tour. | ; 
{ + Pur by Mr. Gee's Computation, p. 33, the Tables are juſt * 
wrn'd; and France y getting 309,000 Packs of our raw Wool, 
ta: the Manufacturing for Exportation of 675,000 Packs, and Great - 
Britain and Ireland of 375,000 only. I hope theſe Things are not 
0. | 
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Hands to do it: For, conſidering their Holy-Days, 
it wou'd require between 3 and 4 Millions, if Mr. 
Gee is right, p. 34, that they have engroſs'd a great 
Part of the Trade of high priced Goods. Neither 
can I find a Vent tor it; but moſt ſurely there has 
been a Vent, or France never could have afforded 50 8. 
a Tod for our Wool, as I am inform'd' they have. 
Surely they wou'd never give ſuch a Price, with an 
Intention to burn or bucy it. I thereſore take it for 
granted they had a Vent for it, and ſo may we. And 
this confirms me in the Opinion, that Mr. Ges ſets 
both our Produce and theirs vaſtly too high. Be- 
ſides the fine Wool of Spain, moſt Countries in Eu- 
robe, and ſeveral in Aja and Africk, and ſome even in 
America, have Wool more or leſs. Tho' in general 
tis of a coarſer Sort than the Exgliſb, yet it ſerves 
for all the Uſes of the lower People, | except the 
Soldiery] who are by far the moſt in Number in all 
Nations. The cold Countries very much uſe Furs 
and Skins; in many of the hot Countries they go 
naked, or almoſt naked ; Silks, Cottons and Camels 
Hair, are the generf# Wear of moſt of the Afaticks, * 
belides the great Uſe of them almoſt every where a- 
mong Perſons of Rank; and the Conſumprion of 
ſuch as wear a foreign Commodity, can hardly be ſer 
fo high by one Half, as the Conſumpricn of thoſe 
whoſe Manufacture it is,. When theſe Things are 
duly conſider'd, Creat- Britain and Ireland only, if 
they keep their Wool at Home, by the Help of 
Spaniſh Wool, without at all ſtretching the Account, 
may fairly be ſuppos'd, to be able to anſwer all the 
probable Demands of 100 Millions of Foreigners. 
Notwithſtanding Mr. Gee's 1000 different Channels, 
P. 84, I believe he will be hard put to it, to find the 
Gritiſh Merchants a Market for all their Woollens, 
upon his Computations. | 

Again, 
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In ſome Places they make Cloth of the Threads of Plantain 
Wood. In many Countries, both of the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, they 
uſe Palmero Leaves inſtead of Hats. 
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(42) 
Again, when Mr. Gee tells us p. 56, 57, That 
London is ſupply'd. with more than one Half of the 
Sheep and Lambs ſlaughter'd there; not by Smith. 


field Market, but by ſuch as are bought in the Coun- 


try Fairs and Markets at 40 or 50 Miles Diſtance, 
I with he had named thoſe Fairs and Markets for his 
Readers Satisfaction, leaſt his own bare Word for it 


ſhou'd not meet with the Credit it may deſerve. 


There are other Things, which I think Mr. Gee 


' ſhow'd have diſcuſs'd more fully; what he has aid, 


by many may not be thought ſatisfactory. 

Thus, p. 30, that the French can give 10 or 12 
Hundred per Cent. Profit for our Wool, rather than 
want it: And p. 32, that they can afſord 78 1, 
a Pack, and ſell their Goods in foreign Markets, 
cheaper than we can afford to do- 

Again, in the ſame Page, what he ſays about 
Drainage of Fens, &c. I wiſh he wou'd reconſider; 
and, in order to form a right Judgment, wou'd look 
over Sir William Dugdale upon Drainage, and a late 
curious Piece, wrote by Mr. Badsſiade of Lynn, 
Anno 1725. | 

So likewiſe, p. 35, the 31 Millions and upwards 
yearly Gains which are to accrue to the Nation, by 
preventing th2 Running of Wool, ſeem to require 
his ſecond Thoughts. + Thus 


} 
| 


If this were really the Caſe, and Mr. Gee's Computations 


right, our beſt Way wou'd be to ſell our Wool to the French, in the 
Way of an open free Trade; reſerving only about 225,000 Packs 
a Year for our own Conſumption : And the Remainder wou'd 
bring yearly into the Nation no leſs than 52 Millions of Pounds and 


upwards. Twou'd be worth while to contrive to find out ſome 
other raw Materials for employing our Poor; and till then, we 


might appropt iate 10 or 20 Millions for mending our Roads, and 
other publick Occaſions build a Palace at Whitehall, —— make 
Rivers Navigable, and attempt many Things without Danger of 
impoveriſhing ourſelves. 

+ Igave an Eſtimate [Propoſals to Parliament, March 2, 1742-3] 
of the National Loſs by Running of Wool, at the Rate of only one 
Million a Year. And, at 7 fer Cent. Compound Intereſt, This 
wou'd now in 31 Years from the Peace of Utrecht amount to about 
107 Millions Sterling. I humbly preſume, that Money circulated 
in Trade, ought to be eſtimated at Compound Intereft , and 7 per 
Cent. is ſetting it low for a reaſonable Profit co the fair Trader. 
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Thus again, what is quoted Gon Mr. Chamberlain, 


p. 59, of the yearly Conſumption of Beets, Sheep, 


&c. in London, he may, I believe, ſee in Dr. Hey- 
in's Coſmography, and the Grounds of it. And 
what he ſays of the Number of Souls, p. 61, upon 
the Authority of Sir William Petty, he may himſelf 
compute according to the preſent Bi ls of Mortality.“ 

So alſo his Aſſertion, p. 60 of 64,800,000 Sheep in 
England and Wales, f and his ſlipping it over a little 
too haſtily, without explaining how many he ſuppoſes 
to be yearly thorn, or taking any Notice of thoſe 
which die: And his Calculation upon the ſame Arti- 
cle, p. 58, are quite above my Reach: And likewiſe 
his tying up every Perſon, Man, Woman, and Child, 
Maſter, 2 &c. employ'd in the Woollen 
Manufacture, to work compleat 50 Weeks in the 
Year : And ſeveral other Things, which I cou'd 


mention, 
* 27 Thouſand is as high as I can ſer the Burials in moderately 
healthful Years ; and, if we ſuppoſe no more than one in 35 to die 
yearly ; which is not paying any ill Complemenc to the Healthful- 
nels of London, it will not advance the Inhabitants to above one 
Million, 

+ Sure Mr. Gee thinks we keep no other Stock but Sheep, Let 
any one conſider our Butters Cheeſe, and Milk, the Produce of 
Cows only ; our Bullocks, Steers, and Heifers ; the vaſt Number 
of Beeves and Calves {lavghter'd yearly ; the firſt not only for Home 
Conſumption, but Shipping alſo ; and he will ſee that we muſt al- 
low much more Ground, the Quality of it conſider'd for Black Car- 
tle only than for Sheep: Beſides our other Stock of Horſes, &c. 
or Tillage, &c. &. &e. | | 
l do not think, we cou'd ever be able to manufacture the Wool 
Mr. Gee has be ſtow'd upon us, without Work-houſes in the ſeveral 
Hundreds, or ſomething of that Kind, to confine Vagrants, &c, 
for I think it would find full Employ for 2 Millions and 100,000 
Hands, beſides Wool-buyers, Merchants, Mercers, Drapers, &c. 
and we muſt confider the Manufacturies of Silk, Cotton, Mohair, 
Linnen ; of Iron, Lead ard Tin; our Miners, Seamen, and Per- 
ſons employ'd about Shipping; the Number ot Artificers, and Shop- 
keepers z our Men of Fortune, and Clergy ; beſides Grafiers, Far- 
mers, and Labourers, &c. &c. &c. and Childien, and thoſe who 
are diſabled or paſt Work. N. About 20 Years ago, I think it was 
on Occaſion of the Callico Bill, the Perfons mainrain'd and em- 
ploy'd in the Woollen Manufacture, wee computed at 700,000. 
I doubt not, bit they tepfeſented themielyes as nuucious as they 
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(44) 
mention, ſeem to me, to require to be ſpoken to 2 
little more particularly. What Mr. Gee fays 6f 
Wool exported to Ferſey, Guernſey, &c. ſeems to de- 
ſerve the ſerious Regard of the Legiſlatute. 
But it is high Time, to look to the perſonal At- 
tack which Mr. Gee has made upon me; I cannot 
but fay that ſofter Words might have done full 48 
well, however, I ſhall wave any farther Notice of 
That. But Mr. Gee muſt not expect me to uſe the 
fame kind of Banter with him; that fort of Wit 1 
don't at all approve ; perhaps it may be, becauſe I 
have not any Talent for it, neither ſhall I envy any 
Man a Superiority that Way. 

But the Subject is ſerious, and will not admit of it;! 
wonder how he himſelf cou'd put on that Air of 
Mirth and Drollery. If he has ſtated the Caſe right, 
with regard to the Ballance of Trade; it is enough to 
make any thinking Man, whether Landlord or Te- 
nant, Merchant or Manufacturer, ſerious if not fad, 
to reflect upon it with any moderate Degree of At- 
tent ion. | | 

Im not concernꝰd at Mr. Gce's Conſure for my not 
ſetting forth myſelf, as ſelf-ſufficient and infallible.— 
If that is a Fault in his Eyes, it is none in mine. 

But my Scheme is oppreſſive, impracticable, and 
tends to promote Smuggling. I will but juſt touch 
upon theſe Things; for his declamatory way of Wri- 
ting does not deterve an Anſwer in Form 

1 hope, he does not think Pm ſo fooliſh, as to re- 
quire an Account from Apprentices, Journeymen, 
& c. That wou'd be ſetting them upon a Foot with 
their Maſters. The Maſter Weaver will indeed be 
oblig' d to make a Duplicate, of the Account which 
he now keeps with his Clothier, and this Mr. Gee 
bas required ; and therefore he ought not to make 
an Outcry againft it. Ir may as well be deliver'd to 
a Conftable, as to an Officer of the Exciſe. | 

Bur Weavers, who cannor write, will never be em- 
ploy'd by a Clotkier —— Does Mr. Gee really think. 
that it we were to werk up between 8 and 3 

acks, 
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| 45 | 
Packs, as he ſuppoſes that the Clothier con'd be cas 
pricious, as to what Weavers he wou*d employ 2 Or 
wou'd he attempt to be fo, when his Gains ariſe 
from their Labour? No, I hope, he knows better 
Things; and that the Caſe wou'd rather be alter'd 
the other way ; and the Weaver might then chuſe 
what Clothier he wou'd work for. But, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Black Side of. my Scheme which Mr. 
Gee exhibite to the Weaver's View I dare ſay, there 
is not one in the Kingdom, who ſees it in its true 
Light, but wou'd be glad alſo to ſee it put in Execu- 
tion; and, I fear, hinc illæ Lacryme. a | 
Next we have a Smuggler canvaſing to be Conſtd- 
ble; and, if he can but arrive at that profitable 
Poſt, all is ſafe; he may carry on the Trade with Im- 
punity. Who won'd not think fo from Mr. Gee's 
Repreſencation of my Scheme? But is the Caſe ſo, 
or not? No, tis quite otherwiſe : and he is himſelf 
to be ſubject to the ſame Laws, and the fame Puniſh= 
ments, with the reſt of his Fellow Subjects. Nay; 
his Office will ſet him in a more diſtinEt Point of View, 
and he will thereby run the greater Riſque of a Diſ- 
covery. But the Juſtice, even tho' he be 4 Senator, 
and had a Hand in giving a Sanction to the Law, will 
ſcreen the Offenders from Puniſhment, Hard Fate 
| for England, if all are ſo corrupt! And I can make 
no Detence tor the Legiſlature in Point of Sincerity, 
Love for their Country, or everi of common Honeſty, 
if they will connive, in their executive Capacity, at 
| the Tranſgreſſion of Laws of fo high a National Cons 
„ cern as this, after having enacted them in their Legi- 
| flative One. But I dare not be guilty, of barely 
ſuſpecting theſe Things of them, which Mr. Gee has 
| #flerted. In juſtlce to them he ought to retract his 
harſh Cenſures, and not thus to ſcatter his Firebrands 
throꝰ his Country. But if there are corrupt 1 1 
| have 
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_ *I cannot conceive why Juſtices ſhou'd be harſhly treated: There 
is a very great Power lodg'd in them by our Legiſlature : and tis not 

| many Years fince; that the People commonly call'd Quaker? who 

| are Men of great Repute, as well as great Dealings in Trade, form'd 
a ſirong Intereſt to have them made the only and the dernief Reſet i 

inthe Article of Ticks; | 
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(46) 
J have endeayour'd to guard againſt their Influence. 
Ar. 24, , „ 5 
But tho Mr. Gee thinks thus hardly of the Legi- 
flature, the Magiſtracy, and Gentry of the Land; 
yet, it ſeems, he has a choſen Few in Reſerve, of 
whom he has a better Opinion ; the Officers of Ex- 
ciſe, he thinks, are honeſt Men, and won't be cor- 
rupted. | 
But, does not Mr. Gee know it, nay has he not 
noted it himſelf, how little has been done towatds 


Preventing the Gunning of Wool, notwithſtanding 


the ſtationing of armed Sloops, and the giving extra- 
ordinary Powers to the Officers upon the Coaſts of 
Kent and Suſſex © I'm glad, however, to find there 
are ſome Men that eſcape Mr. Gee's. Cenſure ; for, 
were it not for this laudable Exception, I think he 
has charg'd all his Majeſty's liege Subjects, either 
with Corruption on the one Hand as their Vice, or 


Ignorance on the other as their Failing. Nay in- 
deed Ican havly oy, that the Crown itſelf has quite 
0 


eſcap'd the La is Pen, p. 71. There ſeems 


ſomething inſinuated there, too harſh for me to repeat. 


Therefore I need not at all be out of Humour, at any 
thing he has ſaid of me, I fall in Company with the 


higheſt and greateſt of the Nation. 


I have but one Thing more to take Notice of with 
Regard to Mr. Gee. He ſuſpects, it ſeems, that 1 


have been promoting all the while the Intereſts of 


nugglers.f It is a very notable Diſcovery . 


—— 
* ; Objection as to the Ignorance of Conſtables, &c. is pretty 
well Lied, by the Regulations I propos'd in my ſhort Piece of 


5 Aug. 834243, and the farther Notes upon it. That Piece he may 


not have hen, but he might have conſider'd what is. ſaid in my Pre- 
face, p. 10, 11. 5 | = 

+ 1 cartvaflure Mr. Gee, that I am ſo far from encouraging the 
Owling of Wool; that I look upon every Man, as a downright 


Betrayer of his Country, and devoid of Humanity to his poor 


Countrymen, let him have ever ſo many other good Properties, 
who does not abſolutely diſcourage it. When he figds that I really 


act the Part he ſuſpects, he knows what to charge me with. 
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: is grounded upon what J have offer' d, Art. 10. p. 13. 
of my Scheme. It he had obſerv'd the wide Diffe- 
rence between the disjuniive Or, as it is in my 
Scheme ; and the conjunttive And, as he has plainly 


f taken it; I ſhould perhaps have eſcaped this Cenſure. 
, But this it may be, was an incomprehen/zble Place in 5 
7 my Scheme, 1 will theretore endeavour to clear it for ; 
Mr. Gee's {ake. It is plainly deſign'd for the Advantage { 
t of the fair Trader, and to provide againſt his having 7 
8 his Wool Waggons, &c. ſtopp'd by a raſcally Infor- 1 
8 mer. If the Information ſeems to the juſtice well h 
. grounded, then he is to require no Security from the : 
f Informer ; if it ſeems to him groundleſs, then the In- 
5 former is oblig'd to give Security of 10 8. the Tod; i 
a and the Perſon, claiming as Proprietor, to give Secu 
* rity for the full Penalty, of 20s, for the Fleece of f 
r every Sheep, or 10 8. for every Pound Weight: And 4 
r then the Juſtice ſuffers the Wool to go to its proper- ; 
» Market. This I think is all fair. For, as well ground- Y 
is ed Informations ought to be encourag'd, ſo groundlels _ | 
$ ones ought to be diſcourag'd in ſome Degree; other- ; 
. wiſe our Race of Smugglers wou'd turn to a Race of 
y Informers ; and the ill Conſequences of that ought 
e to be guarded againſt by every Well-wither to the 


fair Trader. I have for the preſent done with Mr. 
h Gee, and if I have any farther Attack from him, I 
I deſire he will endeavour to be Matter of his Queſtion; 


f and not think that a Joke 1s to paſs tor a Reaſon, or 
8 a Sneer for an Argument: And I hope he will look 
18 over the Papers with Attention, which I have here 


humbly ſubmitted to pubiick Conſideration. Bus 
I don't deſire, to hear from him, that they are good 


y for nothing, and uniformly ridiculous ; except he can 
: give proper Reaſons, to convince Mankind of the 
4 good Effects of that extraordinary Politeneſs of 
Style. | | | 
je | 
Ic | | | : 
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